
Lesson 133

Esther Saves Her People

Esther 8:1-17



MEMORY VERSE
PROVERBS 11:10
“When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices; and
when the wicked perish, there is shouting.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Two bean bags for this game and four sheets of various colors of
construction paper.

A bag of ring pops to use as signet rings, paper and crayons or
markers

Strips of various colored card stock paper approximately 1/2”
wide, markers, glitter, small “precious stones” from supply room

ATTENTION GETTER!

Messengers of the Good News!
Today we will learn about a proclamation of good news for the
Jews.  Their lives were going to be saved from the wicked plan of
Haman.  Is it not wonderful that someone shared with us the good
news of salvation in Jesus?  Satan wants to destroy us, but Jesus has
provided salvation for all who believe on Him.  Use this game to
introduce today’s lesson and theme.

You will need 2 beanbags for this game and four sheets of various
colored construction paper.  Tape the construction paper to each
corner of your room.  Split your class in half.  Have the children
line up on opposite sides of the room against the wall.  The object
of the game will be to have one child at a time take the message
(bean bag) to the four corners of the room (can represent the four
corners of the world) and tag each corner.   After tagging all four
corners they will go to the end of the line and hand the beanbag to



the person in front of them who will pass it to the person next to
them and up the line until the person in first position has the bean
bag.   

The person in the front of the line will repeat the process and the
game will continue until everyone has had a chance to go.  The
winner will be the first team to have everyone on their team carry
the message around the room and the last person to sit down in the
center of the room.   Declare a winning team.  Explain to the
children how this game helps us to understand our responsibility
to take the good news of the gospel to the four corners of the
world.

LESSON TIME!
As we follow this wonderful story of Esther, we see her become a
true leader of the Jewish people.  There are many qualities we can
learn from Esther’s life.  Just to review, below are some of the godly
characteristics we see in Esther and can learn in our lives:

1 .  We see that Esther disciplined herself to be obedient to
authorities in her life (Esther 2:8-9, 20).

2. She had God’s call upon her life (Esther 4:13, 14).  
3. Esther trusted God’s promises for her life (Esther 4:14-16).
4. God gave Esther His instructions (Esther 2:22, 4:8-14).  
5. We see her leadership as she accepted God’s will (Esther 4:16).
6. She was confident of God’s providence and help (Esther 4:17).  
7. She was able to stir her people to fasting and prayer as she

herself set the example of fasting (Esther 5:1-6:14).  
8. She considered the timing of her actions (Esther 6:1-14).  
9. Her influence was unusual for a woman of her time.  
10. She also wrote an edict that was entered in official records

(Esther 9:29, 32).  
11. Esther was courageous, self-sacrificing, clever and used by God

to save her people.  



It is this last quality in Esther’s life that we will be learning about
today.  We will also learn that God protects His people.

ES THER  8:1-2
On  that  day  King Ahasu eru s  gav e  Qu een  Es ther  the
hou se  o f  Ham an ,  the  enem y o f  the  J ew s .  And
M ordec ai  c am e bef ore  the  k ing,  f or  Es ther  had  t o ld
how  he  w as  re l at ed  t o  her .

S o  the  k ing t ook  o f f  h i s  s i gnet  r ing,  w h i c h  he  had
taken  f rom  Ham an ,  and  gav e  i t  t o  M ordec ai ;  and
Es ther  ap p o in t ed  M ordec ai  ov er  the  hou se  o f  Ham an .

King Ahasuerus gave the house of Haman to Esther.  It is interesting
to note that Haman is referred to as the “Jews’ enemy.”  What a sad
legacy to be told of him.  As the Jews enemy he became God’s
enemy.  Zechariah 2:8 tells us, “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘He
sent Me after glory, to the nations which plunder you; for he who
touches you touches the apple of His eye.’”  

It was the custom that the properties of a traitor, in this case
Haman, became the property of the king.  Ahasuerus gave the
confiscated property to Esther as restitution for the offence against
her.  We also see that not only is Mordecai’s life saved from
Haman’s wrath, he is promoted as Haman’s successor in the court
as indicated by the king giving Mordecai the signet right from his
finger.  

Haman’s attempt to kill Mordecai led to Mordecai’s exaltation and
Haman’s own destruction.  A very important lesson of scripture is
shown to us here.  The person who exalts himself will be humbled,
as in the case of Haman.  And the person who humbles himself will
be exalted, as in the case of Mordecai.



We also see here an awesome warning to the enemies of God, and
an encouragement to us who follow the Lord – His protection on
our lives.  Esther then put Mordecai in charge of Haman’s estate,
which made him very wealthy.  God protects His people.

ES THER  8:3-6
N ow  Es ther  sp oke  again  t o  the  k ing,  f e l l  dow n  at  h i s
f ee t ,  and  im p lored  h im  w i th  t ear s  t o  c ou nterac t  the
ev i l  o f  Ham an  the  Agagi t e ,  and  the  s c hem e w h i c h  he
had  dev i s ed  again s t  the  J ew s .

And  the  k ing he ld  ou t  the  go lden  s c ep ter  t ow ard
Es ther .  S o  Es ther  arose  and  s tood  bef ore  the  k ing,

and  said ,  " I f  i t  p l eases  the  k ing,  and  i f  I  hav e  f ou nd
f av or  in  h i s  s i gh t  and  the  th ing s eem s  r i gh t  t o  the
k ing and  I  am  p l eas ing in  h i s  eyes ,  l e t  i t  be  w r i t t en
to  rev oke  the  l e t t er s  dev i s ed  by  Ham an ,  the  son  o f
Ham m edatha the  Agagi t e ,  w h i c h  he  w rot e  t o
ann ih i l at e  the  J ew s  w ho  are  in  al l  t he  k ing's
p rov inc es .

"For  how  c an  I  endu re  t o  s ee  the  ev i l  that  w i l l  c om e
to  m y p eop le? Or  how  c an  I  endu re  t o  s ee  the
des t ru c t i on  o f  m y c ou nt rym en?"

Esther’s life and Mordecai’s life were spared, but Esther was still
concerned for the lives of her people.  She knew the danger they
were still in, and she pleaded for their lives before the king.  She
again put herself in danger as she came before the king, but he
extended the golden scepter to her.  She asked the king to take
away Haman’s wicked decree against all the Jews in the kingdom.



It is a beautiful picture in verse 6 as Queen Esther identifies herself
with her people, showing her love for them.  “For how can I endure
to see the evil that will come to my people?  Or how can I endure to
see the destruction of my countrymen?”  God protects His
people.

In the same way, Jesus loves us.  The Bible says the Lord is not
willing that any should perish, but that all would come to
repentance.  God doesn’t want to see anyone die and spend
eternity in hell.  That’s why He sent His son, Jesus to die on the
cross and provide forgiveness of sin for us who believe.  We are all
under a death sentence until we trust in Jesus as our savior.  Have
you asked Jesus into your life yet?

ES THER  8:7-14
Then  King Ahasu eru s  said  t o  Qu een  Es ther  and
M ordec ai  the  J ew ,  " Indeed ,  I  hav e  gi v en  Es ther  the
hou se  o f  Ham an ,  and  they  hav e  hanged  h im  on  the
gal l ow s  bec au se  he  t r i ed  t o  l ay  h i s  hand  on  the  J ew s .

"You  you rse l v es  w r i t e  a dec ree  c onc ern ing the  J ew s ,
as  you  p l ease ,  i n  the  k ing's  nam e,  and  seal  i t  w i th
the  k ing's  s i gnet  r ing;  f or  w hatev er  i s  w r i t t en  in  the
k ing's  nam e and  seal ed  w i th  the  k ing's  s i gnet  r ing no
one  c an  rev oke ."

S o  the  k ing's  s c r ibes  w ere  c al l ed  at  that  t im e ,  in  the
th i rd  m onth ,  w h i c h  i s  the  m onth  o f  S i v an ,  on  the
tw en ty -th i rd  day ;  and  i t  w as  w r i t t en ,  ac c ord ing t o  al l
that  M ordec ai  c om m anded ,  t o  the  J ew s ,  the  sat rap s ,
the  gov ernors ,  and  the  p r inc es  o f  the  p rov inc es  f rom
Ind ia t o  Eth iop ia,  one  hu ndred  and  tw en ty -sev en
p rov inc es  in  al l ,  t o  ev ery  p rov inc e  in  i t s  ow n  s c r ip t ,
t o  ev ery  p eop le  in  the i r  ow n  l angu age ,  and  to  the
J ew s  in  the i r  ow n  s c r ip t  and  l angu age .



And  he  w rot e  in  the  nam e o f  King Ahasu eru s ,  s eal ed
i t  w i th  the  k ing's  s i gnet  r ing,  and  sen t  l e t t er s  by
c ou r i er s  on  horsebac k ,  r id ing on  royal  horses  bred
f rom  sw i f t  s t eeds .

By  these  l e t t er s  the  k ing p erm i t t ed  the  J ew s  w ho
w ere  in  ev ery  c i t y  t o  gather  t ogether  and  p ro t ec t
the i r  l i v es ;  t o  des t roy ,  k i l l ,  and  ann ih i l at e  al l  t he
f orc es  o f  any  p eop le  or  p rov inc e  that  w ou ld  as sau l t
them , both  l i t t l e  c h i ld ren  and  w om en ,  and  to
p lu nder  the i r  p os ses s i ons ,

on  one  day  in  al l  t he  p rov inc es  o f  King Ahasu eru s ,  on
the  th i r t een th  day  o f  the  tw e l f th  m onth ,  w h i c h  i s  the
m onth  o f  Adar .

A c op y  o f  the  doc u m ent  w as  t o  be  i s su ed  as  a dec ree
in  ev ery  p rov inc e  and  p u bl i shed  f or  al l  p eop le ,  so
that  the  J ew s  w ou ld  be  ready  on  that  day  t o  av enge
them se lv es  on  the i r  enem ies .

The  c ou r i er s  w ho  rode  on  royal  horses  w en t  ou t ,
has t ened  and  p res sed  on  by  the  k ing's  c om m and . And
the  dec ree  w as  i s su ed  in  S hu shan  the  c i t ade l .

By law, the king could not revoke his edict.  When he made a law it
could not be undone.  The king was supportive of Esther and her
people, so he told them to write a new law and he would give his
seal on the law.  

So there would now be a second law that would be as strong as the
first one, but would turn the result around.  He gave the Jewish
people the right to arm and protect themselves and he also gave
them nine months to get ready.  This told the people of the land
that the king did not want the Jews to be hurt in any way.  God
protects His people.



Warren Wiersbe gives a beautiful illustration of this act; “Can you
see here an illustration of how God saved the sinner from his
plight?  You were under condemnation because of the law of sin
and death.  God did not revoke that law - He obeyed it!  He sent His
Son to die for our sins and to bring in ‘the law of the Spirit of life’
(Rom. 8:2).  Any sinner who believes the message and trusts the
Savior will receive everlasting life (John 3:15-16).”  It is a good time
to examine our hearts.  Have you believed God’s message and
trusted in Jesus as your Savior?

Sealed by the Holy Spirit
You will need a bag of Ring Pops (candies that resemble rings with
large gems on them) to use as signet rings, paper and crayons or
markers.  Have the team that won the “Messengers” game serve the
ring pops to the rest of the class.  Use this opportunity to discuss
with the class what the Bible talks about concerning “seals.”  You
can use the following definition taken from the Holman Bible
Dictionary to help you explain what seals are and what they were
used for in Bible times.

SEAL - A signet containing a distinctive mark which stood for
the individual who owned it. The earliest seals found so far
date to before 3000 B.C. Seals varied in shapes and sizes. Some
were round and were worn around the neck. Others were rings
worn on the finger. The mark was made by stamping the seal
into soft clay. Many cylinder seals have been found which
contain scenes that communicate a message. These were
rolled in the clay to form the impression. Tamar asked for
Judah’s signet as collateral on a pledge he made (Gen. 38:18).
Joseph was given pharaoh’s ring when he was placed in
command of the country (Gen. 41:42), symbolizing Joseph’s
right to act with the ruler’s authority.

Jezebel used Ahab’s seal to sign letters asking that Naboth be
tried and stoned to death (1 Kings 21:8).



Have the children take a piece of paper and markers and allow
them to design their own seal.  They might use the initials in their
name or something that would describe what is important to them.

After drawing their seal, have the children look up, or you can read
to them, 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 and Ephesians 1:13-14.  Talk about
how we have been “sealed” by the Holy Spirit and what that means
to us as Christians.

ES THER  8:15-17
S o  M ordec ai  w en t  ou t  f rom  the  p resenc e  o f  the  k ing
in  royal  ap p are l  o f  blu e  and  w h i t e ,  w i th  a great
c row n  o f  go ld  and  a garm ent  o f  f ine  l inen  and
p u rp le ;  and  the  c i t y  o f  S hu shan  re j o i c ed  and  w as
gl ad .

The  J ew s  had  l i gh t  and  gl adnes s ,  j oy  and  honor .

And  in  ev ery  p rov inc e  and  c i t y ,  w herev er  the  k ing's
c om m and  and  dec ree  c am e,  the  J ew s  had  j oy  and
gladnes s ,  a  f eas t  and  a ho l iday .  Then  m any  o f  the
p eop le  o f  the  l and  bec am e J ew s ,  bec au se  f ear  o f  the
J ew s  f e l l  u p on  them .

In verse 15, Mordecai, dressed in royal attire, receives a joyful
welcome from the city of Shushan from both the Gentiles and Jews
living there.  It is so important to see here that Mordecai’s
character was that of a godly man.  God exalted him to a position
he did not seek after.  “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and He shall lift you up” James 4:10.  “For promotion comes
neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.  But
God is the judge; he puts down one, and sets up another” Psalm
75:6,7.



In verse 16, the Jews are rejoicing, a sharp contrast to their reaction
of the first decree of death.   As the people around them saw how
they had been delivered, many of them “became” Jews.  This is the
only place in the Old Testament that this Hebrew word is used of
conversion to Judaism.  While under Hamans’s decree, it was
dangerous to be a Jew; under Mordecai’s it was no longer a danger,
but a desire to many.  Again a wonderful picture of two lives who
so willingly sacrificed themselves for their God and their people.
God protects His people.

King Size Rings
In this craft, the children will make signet rings out of card stock
paper.  You will need strips of card stock paper approximately _”
wide.  The paper should be various colors.  Next, using different
colors of card stock or construction paper, have the children cut
out shapes for their signet rings.

Next they can decorate their signet however they would like.  They
can duplicate their design from the last activity if they would like.
As an option they can use glitter or plastic gems.  Glue the shape or
signet onto the band.  Have the children wrap the band around
their finger and help them cut it to the size of their finger.  Using a
glue stick or white glue (they will need to allow time for drying if
using white glue) glue band together at the end.  After drying they
will have a signet ring.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of trust to commit to the Lord
anything that might make the children afraid, knowing that God
will always protect His people.   If there are any children who have
not yet responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.



Template - King Size Rings

These are examples of how the children might design their King Size Rings.  
Tape or glue the ends toegher to form the ring




