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Seek and you will find...

       Matthew 7:7


Week 39
A King for Israel [1 Samuel  7:15 and 8:1-22]
Series:


Samuel 
Application:
Dare to be different, make Jesus King in your life.
Memory Verse:
“Is anyone in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  He should pray”. James 5:13.
Preparation Notes
Samuel was a judge and prophet over Israel all of his life.  During that time God kept the Philistines at bay and there was a time of relative peace and security.  As Samuel grew old he appointed his two sons, Joel and Abijah, to be judges over Israel.  Sadly though, they were dishonest and didn’t follow in their father’s ways.  All the elders of Israel gathered to talk to Samuel.  They told Samuel how his sons were dishonest and suggested that since Samuel was now old, he should find somebody to be their king, so that they could be like all the other nations (they wanted someone who would be a military figure-head and make them feel secure as a nation).  Samuel felt rejected by their request so he prayed to God about it.  God’s reply was that they weren’t rejecting Samuel, they were rejecting Him! They wanted a man to lead them rather than God Himself!

God told Samuel to warn the Israelites what would happen if they had a king and what a burden it would be:

· He would make their sons serve as soldiers, farmers and weapon-makers for him.

· He would make their daughters work for him too, cooking and making perfume.

· He would take away the best of their farmland to give to the people who worked for him.

· He would take away their servants to work for him.

· He would take away one tenth of their flocks.

· They would have to become his slaves.

But the people refused to listen.  They still wanted to be like the other nations and have a king to fight their battles for them.  God decided to let them have their own way and told Samuel to give them a king.

Learning Points (Discoverers 1)  

· The Israelites said they wanted a king to lead them like all the other countries because they didn’t want God to be their leader, so God gave them a king.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 2&3)

· Samuel grew too old to lead the people of Israel.

· The people didn’t trust God, and wanted a king to lead them rather than Him.

· God told Samuel to give them a king.

Discoverers 1

Bible Bit.

Talk about kings and royalty.

Activity.

Make crowns with the children.
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Use the pictures DWK 39:1 (showing all the various burdens a king would put on to Israel) to illustrate the story.  Try to emphasize that there is a cost to choosing the world’s way rather than choosing God, even if it seems more appealing at the time.

Activity.

Using DWK 39:2, make the Consequence Wheel Crowns.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Play a game of Port/Starboard to show the children that often it’s easier to follow the crowd.  Pretend that the room is a ship.  One end is Port and the other end is Starboard.  Think up some questions.  Make them easy at first and then more difficult as the game progresses.  With each question you should give 2 possible answers, one for port and one for starboard.  The children are to run to the end they think represents the correct answer.  When the questions get difficult, the children are likely to run to the end where most of the others go when they are not sure of the answer.  Explain that often we feel safer if we are part of the crowd and that it can be difficult to stand out on your own.  The people of Israel were the same.  They didn’t like being the only nation without a king.
Activity.

Play the ‘relay race’ game DWK 39:3.
Talk time.

· In what ways as Christians do we have to stand out from the crowd?

Prayer.
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