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Seek and you will find...

       Matthew 7:7


Week 38
The Lord Calls Samuel [1 Samuel 2:27-34 and 3:1-21]
Series:


Samuel 
Application:
Get to know God by listening to Him.
Memory Verse:
“Is anyone in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  He should pray”. James 5:13.
Preparation Notes
Samuel grew up ministering under Eli the priest.  Eli and his sons did not honour God (see 1 Samuel 2:27-34).  Speaking through a prophet, God said that all the men in Eli’s family would die in the prime of their lives.

In those days, there were not many visions from God and the word of the Lord was rare.  One night, Eli who was old and nearly blind, went to lie down to sleep in the Tabernacle.

The Lord called to Samuel.  Samuel thought it was Eli and ran to him saying ‘Here I am!’  But Eli said that he hadn’t called him and sent him to go and lie back down.  The Lord called to Samuel a second time, and once again Samuel thought it was Eli, but Eli said he hadn’t called and told Samuel to go and lie back down again.  Although Samuel had learnt a lot about God he didn’t yet know Him, i.e. he hadn’t yet had a direct experience of Him.  The Lord called Samuel a third time and once again Samuel got up and went to Eli.  Eli realized that it was the Lord who was calling Samuel so he told him that if he heard the calling again he was to say ‘Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.’

The Lord called Samuel again and this time Samuel answered ‘Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.’  The Lord told Samuel that He would do all the things the prophet had said about Eli and his family because of their sinfulness.  

Samuel was worried about telling Eli the bad news about what God had said, but Eli told Samuel to tell him everything and not to hold anything back.  So Samuel told Eli what the Lord had said.  Eli knew God was right and said ‘He is the Lord; let Him do what is good in His eyes’.

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him. God revealed Himself to Samuel through His word and Samuel became a prophet for God.

Learning Points (Discoverers 1)  

· God called Samuel.  At first Samuel thought it was Eli the priest, but then he realised it was God.

· Samuel grew up to love and serve God.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 2&3)

· God called Samuel.  At first he thought it was Eli calling him and then he realised it was God.

· Eli and his sons didn’t honour God and so God spoke to them through Samuel about how they would be punished.

· Samuel grew up to love and serve God.

Discoverers 1

Activity.

An activity based on listening and obeying.  DWK38:1 is a coloured card with pictures of children obeying instructions etc.  To colour.
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Have a short game of ‘Simon Says’.  Talk about how important it is to listen, and what happens if you don’t listen properly.  As you tell the story talk about how God could only use Samuel once he’d started to listen.

Activity.

Using DWK 38:2, make the cup telephones.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Ask the children before you start to see if they can count how many times God had to call Samuel before he really started to listen!

Activity.

Quiz – using scores inside balloons.  See DWK 38:3.
Talk time.

· Samuel had grown up learning about God from Eli, but he didn’t know him personally until God called him and he really started to listen.  In what ways are children from Christian families like Samuel?

Prayer.
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