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Seek and you will find...

       Matthew 7:7


Week 36
Ruth & Boaz [Ruth 3-4]
Series:


Ruth 
Application:
Jesus is our redeemer.
Memory Verse:
“Love your neighbour as yourself.” Leviticus 19:18.  This is also found in  Matthew 5:43 and 19:26, Galatians 5:14 and James 2:8.  Paul describes this one verse as the summary of the all the Law.
Preparation Notes
Ruth had been gleaning barley in the field of a kind and Godly man named Boaz. Ruth told Naomi of Boaz’ kindness.  

Boaz was a close relative to Elimelech, Naomi’s dead husband, and so was a kinsman-redeemer (A kinsman-redeemer married a childless relation’s widow.  Their first son was considered the son of the dead man and would inherit his land.  There was also an obligation to redeem land that had been sold by a poor relative so as to keep it in the family.  See Leviticus 25:25 and Deuteronomy 25:5-10).

Naomi gave Ruth instructions to follow so that Boaz would realise that she wanted him to become her kinsman-redeemer.  Boaz was delighted that Ruth wanted to marry him, but he knew of a closer relative who should be given the first refusal.  When the other relative heard that redeeming the family land involved marrying Ruth, he refused (it would have been of no benefit to him since any land he redeemed would have to be given to Ruth’s first son).

So Boaz made a legal agreement to buy Elimelech’s land and marry Ruth.

Boaz and Ruth married and had a son named Obed.

Obed became the father of Jesse and grandfather of David, from whom Jesus descended.

Learning Points (Discoverers 1)  

· Ruth and Boaz got married.

· They had a son called Obed.

· Our Lord Jesus was descended from his family line.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 2&3)

· Boaz became Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer and they got married.

· They had a son called Obed.  Our Lord Jesus was born from this family line.  See Matthew 1:1-17 for a full genealogy of Jesus.

· Jesus is our Redeemer.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Use the pictures DWK 35:1 from last week to conclude the story.  Don’t go into too much technical detail about what a kinsman-redeemer is, but explain what it means to be redeemed.  See if the children can guess who our Redeemer is and what price He had to pay for us.
Activity.

Using DWK 36:1, make the family tree to go on the wall showing the family line from Abraham to Jesus.  The children can choose people from the family tree to colour.  These pictures can then be stuck under the person’s name.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Try to explain what it means to be redeemed.  Ruth was a foreigner, but Boaz was still prepared to be her kinsman redeemer.  If you think you may not have time to do the talk time, make sure you cover the questions from it during your story telling.

Activity.

Using DWK 36:2, get the children to look up Bible references to fill in all the gaps in the family line from Abraham to Jesus. Leave the finished family tree on the wall as a reminder for the future weeks.

Talk time.

· Boaz was Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer.  In other words, he paid off her family debts so that she could become part of the family again.  Who is our redeemer?  What debts did He have to pay and what was the price for those debts?

Prayer.
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