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Week 28 - God Encourages Gideon.  [Judges 6:1-40]

Preparation

The Israelites were doing evil in the eyes of the Lord.  They were worshipping false gods such as Baal and Asherah, so for seven years God allowed the Midianites to oppress the Israelites.  The Midianites would destroy the Israelites’ crops and livestock and force the Israelites to live in caves up in the mountains.  

Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress, hiding from the Midianites, when the angel of the Lord appeared to him.  He said to Gideon, “The Lord is with you mighty warrior.”

Gideon asked the angel “But if the Lord is with us, why are all these awful things happening to us?”

The Lord said, “Go on in the strength you have and save Israel.  I’m sending you.”

But Gideon asked how he could possibly save Israel when he was the least in his family and he came from the weakest clan in Manasseh.

The Lord answered “I will be with you and you will strike down the Midianites.”

Gideon asked for reassurance by asking the angel to stay until he’d made a meal as an offering for Him.  The Lord said He would wait and when Gideon had prepared the meal, the angel of the lord told him to put the food on a rock, and the Lord set fire to it.  Gideon realised he really was the angel of the Lord, and he built an altar to the Lord and worshipped Him.

The Lord told him to tear down his father’s altar to Baal and his Asherah pole, build an altar to the Lord in it’s place and sacrifice his father’s bull on it.  So, during the night, Gideon, along with ten of his servants did as the Lord had asked.

In the morning, when the men of the town saw what had happened, they said to Gideon’s father, who was called Joash,  “Bring out your son; he must die for what he’s done!”  But Joash answered them “If Baal really is a god he can fight for himself!” and the men left Gideon alone.  

More people came to join the Midianites and set up a huge camp in the Israelites land.

The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and he sent messengers throughout the Israelite people, calling them to come and fight.

Once more, Gideon asked God for reassurance.  He placed a fleece on the threshing floor and said to God, “If You really are going to save Israel as You’ve promised – I will know for sure, if, in the morning there is dew only on the fleece and not on the surrounding ground.”  The next morning, Gideon was able to squeeze a whole bowlful of water from the fleece.  

One more time he asked God, “This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew.”  In the morning, the fleece was dry and the ground was covered with dew.

Learning Points (Discoverers 1)

· The people were in trouble and God chose Gideon to rescue them. 

·  Gideon was scared, but God helped him to feel better. 

Learning Points (Discoverers 2&3)

· God allowed the Midianites to defeat the Israelites because they’d done evil, by turning away from Him  and worshipping other Gods  - See Joshua 24:20.

· God chose the rather unimpressive Gideon to be His warrior.

· God repeatedly reassured him through all his doubts and fears.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Use the pictures DWK 28:1 to tell the story, emphasising that Gideon felt weak and God encouraged him, and how important it is for us to encourage others.

Activity.

Using DWK 28:2, make the ‘Encouragement Cards’ for the children to give to someone they feel needs encouragement and support.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Bring in some play armour to fit a child.  As you begin the story say that you need someone to be a warrior.  Ask the children what they think you would be looking for in a person who was going to be a warrior.   Finally choose the smallest child and dress them up in the armour.  During the rest of the story emphasise that God’s power was to be seen working in Gideon because he was a normal, unimpressive person to begin with.  Encourage the children to see that God often chooses the weakest to do His greatest works.

Activity.

Make the ‘God’s Power in Me!’ badges.  DWK 28:3

Talk time.

· It almost seemed as if Gideon didn’t really trust God, the way he kept asking God for proof that He was going to keep His promises.  What things do we have that Gideon didn’t have, which give us reassurance of God’s love for us? (The Bible, the Holy Spirit, encouragement from other Christians.)

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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