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Seek and you will find...

       Matthew 7:7


Week 24
God's Covenant [Exodus 19:1-25]

Series:


Moses 
Application:

God is holy and has standards.
Memory Verse:
“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” Isaiah 40:8
Preparation Notes
Three months after leaving Egypt, the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai where they set up camp.   Moses went up the mountain to listen to God’s instructions. God told Moses that if the Israelites obeyed Him and kept His covenant with them, then they would be His treasured possession, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  

Moses gathered the elders and told them what the Lord had said.  The people responded together that they were prepared to do everything that the Lord required and Moses took their answer back to the Lord.  

The Lord told Moses to get the people ready by consecrating them (making them sacred, setting them apart for the Lord).  They were to wash their clothes and be ready for the third day when the Lord would come down on Mount Sinai in a dense cloud in front of all the people. 

The people were not allowed up the mountain, but were to remain at the bottom while Moses and Aaron went up to hear God’s instructions so Moses set up limits around the bottom of the mountain so that the people knew where they were not allowed to go. If anyone went over the limits they were to be put to death.

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightening, a loud trumpet blast and thick cloud covered the mountain.  The people trembled.  Moses led them to the foot of the mountain and the Lord descended in fire and smoke.  The mountain trembled and the trumpet blast grew louder and louder.  God called Moses up to the top of the mountain along with Aaron, and gave him many instructions on how to live.  Among these were the Ten Commandments; important rules on how to live a righteous life for God.  (The Ten Commandments will be covered next week.)
Learning Points

· God made a covenant with His people that if they obeyed Him, they would become a holy nation, set apart for Him. (Notice that unlike the covenant God made with Abraham and Noah, this one depended on the people’s response and whether they were prepared to obey.)

· The people were to prepare for the Lord by washing their clothes.  This didn’t cleanse them on the inside, but was a symbol of them becoming clean and purified for God.

· Only Moses and Aaron were allowed to go up the mountain to hear God. Anyone else who went over the limits would be put to death. God is so holy that people can only approach Him in the way that He has set down.  

· We can approach God through the Lord Jesus.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Talk about rules and why we need to have them.  Using the pictures DWK 24:1, tell the story. 

Activity.

Using DWK 24:2, make the Memory Verse Mountains.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Talk about rules and why we need to have them.  Try to get the children to imagine a world without rules, government, police etc.  At the end of the story discuss why God put limits around the foot of the mountain.  God is so holy that we can only approach Him in the way that He has set down.

Make sure that the children understand that our way to God is through Jesus, and that we don’t earn our salvation by keeping rules.

Activity.

Play the ‘If….then’ game DWK 24:3.

Talk time.

· Why did God put limits around the bottom of the mountain?

· How can we approach God?

· Which rules do we have to keep to be saved?  (none!)
Prayer.
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