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Series: The Greatest Sacrifice

Week 108 -  Gethsemmene [Mt 26: 30-56, Mk 14:26-50, Lk 22:39-53]
Application: Keep praying that you will not give in to temptation.

Series Memory Verse:
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through Me.”  John 14:6.

Preparation

After the Lord’s Supper, Jesus and the disciples went out to the Mount of Olives.  Jesus told the disciples that that very night they would all fall away on account of Him.  He quoted Zechariah 13:7,


“I will strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”

Peter told Jesus that even if all the other disciples fell away, he would not.  

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, this very night, before the cock crows, you will disown Me three times.”

But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with You, I will never disown You.”  And all the other disciples said the same.

Then Jesus went with His disciples to a place called Gethsemmene and said to them, “Sit here while I go and pray.”  He took Peter, James and John along with Him and He became deeply distressed and troubled.  He said, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.  Stay here and keep watch.”

He went a little further, fell to the ground and prayed, “”My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from Me.  Yet not as I will, but as You will.”  Luke tell us that such was Jesus’ anguish, that sweat like drops of blood fell to the floor as He prayed.

He went back to the disciples and found them asleep.  He said to Peter, “Could you not keep watch for one hour?  Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing but the body is weak.”

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be done.”

When He came back, He again found the disciples sleeping. 

He went away a third time and prayed the same thing. He returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?  Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Rise, let us go! Here comes My betrayer.”

Judas appeared with a crowd armed with swords and clubs.  They had been sent by the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law.  Judas had told the crowd that the man that he was going to kiss would be Jesus.   Judas went up to Jesus, kissed Him and said “Rabbi.”  The men seized Jesus and arrested Him.  Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant.  Jesus said “Put your sword back in its place, for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.  Do you think I cannot call on My Father and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  But then how would the scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”  

Jesus touched the man’s ear and healed him.

Then Jesus turned to the crowd and said to them, “Am I leading a rebellion that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture Me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching and you did not arrest Me.  But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.”

Then all the disciples deserted Him and fled.

Things could have been very different that night.  Jesus knew He could call on His Father at any time and He would send a rescue party of angels.  Jesus chose this ‘cup of suffering’ because it would fulfil the prophecies, but more than that, He knew it was the only way to save us from our sin.

Learning Points 

There are two important messages in this week’s lesson:

1. That Jesus was in control of the situation, but allowed Himself to be arrested in this way because it was His Father’s will.

2. That the disciples, just like us, continually let Him down, despite His reminders that they should pray that they wouldn’t fall into temptation.  (As soon as Jesus was captured all the disciples deserted Him and fled.)

Discoverers 1

Explain that when Jesus felt scared and worried, He prayed to God.  Jesus told the disciples to pray as well, so that they wouldn’t do the wrong thing when they got scared and worried.  Sadly, they were tired and fell asleep when they should have been praying, so when they got scared, instead of staying with Jesus, they ran away.  We should ask God to help us not to be scared and worried.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

The feltboard could be used to tell this story.  Emphasise that even when Jesus was going through such terrible anguish, He was still concerned about His disciples and the strength of their faith.  We should pray before difficult times come that we will not fall in to temptation, just like Jesus said, not wait until they happen and then start to pray.

Activity.

DWK 108:1.  Two foam board hands stuck to a bull-dog clip, so that they can be closed together as if praying.  ‘Keep praying that you won’t fall into temptation’ is written on a piece of card held by the bull-dog clip.  

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

See Discoverers 2 bible bit.  You could tell this story from Peter’s point of view, and then discuss it at the end with the children, asking them which temptations he could have avoided if he had listened to Jesus and prayed beforehand.  

Activity.

DWK 108:2.  Mouse mats made with foamboard stuck to mounting board with the slogan ‘Say NO to temptation with prayer!’ written across them.

Talk time.

· We are unlikely in this country to be arrested or hurt because we follow Jesus, but what kinds of temptation can we pray about and ask God to help us with?

· Think and pray about those people in other countries who are not free to worship God, and ask that they wouldn’t fall into temptation.

Prayer.

[image: image1.png]



           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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