�

�

           





…………………………………….



Series: The Greatest Sacrifice

The next six weeks cover from Jesus entering Jerusalem for the last time to His resurrection, which will be taught on Easter Sunday. As you teach this series make sure that each week is taught as part of the complete story.  Remind the children of what has already been taught and make sure that they understand that all of what happened was part of God’s plan.  Jesus was very much in control of what happened to him and was willing to go to the cross to save us.  Help the children to understand that Jesus wasn’t defeated, but chose to die for us, to give us eternal life. Challenge the children to consider where they stand before Jesus and remember to pray for them as you teach this important series.



Week 106 -  The Triumphal Entry  [Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10 ,Luke 19:29-44,  John 12:12-19]



Application: 		We can rejoice because Jesus is our King!



Series Memory Verse:	“I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except through Me.”  

John 14:6

Preparation



A good song to start this session with would be ‘Blessed is the King Who Comes’.



As Jesus and His disciples approached Jerusalem for the last time, Jesus sent two of them ahead to the village of Bethany.  He told them that they would find a mother donkey with her colt (a young donkey that had never been ridden).  Jesus said to the disciples, “Untie them and bring them to Me.  If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them”.



The disciples did as Jesus had instructed.  They placed their cloaks on the colt and Jesus sat on it.



The people heard that Jesus was coming.  Many had heard how He had raised Lazarus from the dead.  They were very excited.  A very large crowd gathered outside the city.  They spread their cloaks on the road (this is an act of royal homage (2 Kings 9:3), similar to us rolling out a red carpet.)  Others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road (John’s gospel mention Palm leaves which is why the Sunday before Easter is called ‘Palm Sunday’ in many churches).  The crowds shouted;



“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest!”

“Blessed is the King of Israel!”



Jesus was fulfilling a prophesy that had been given to Zechariah many years before:



‘See, your king comes to you,

righteous and having salvation,

gentle and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey’

			Zechariah 9:9



The incident also reminds us of when David appointed his son, Solomon, king and set him on his royal mule a symbol of his kingship.  Jesus was called ‘Son of David’ by to cheering crowds.



The Jewish leaders were very afraid when they saw how much the crowd loved Jesus.  They decided they would have to do something about it.



Learning Points 

The crowds recognised that Jesus was someone very special and wanted to greet Him.

They knew that He was a King and treated Him as such.

The Jewish leaders were very afraid.

Discoverers 1

Jesus came to the City of Jerusalem riding on a donkey.  The crowds heard He was coming.  They cut down the branches of palm trees.  They laid the palm branches and their cloaks on the road as Jesus rode past.  They shouted “Hosanna!” and cheered.  They knew that Jesus was their King.  But the Jewish leaders did not like Jesus, they were afraid because the crowds loved Him.



Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

This is a joyful celebration.  The children should be encouraged to enter into the spirit of it.  Communicate to them the rising sense of excitement as Jesus, the King approaches, and get them to shout and cheer as He arrives.  They can make the palm branches in the activity beforehand if you wish.

Activity.

Make the palm branches as shown on DWK106:1.  These are life-sized versions of the real thing that can be made prior to the story so they can be used to cheer Jesus as He arrives.  You may wish to mark out the basic shape on the lining-paper prior to the lesson.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

This story is all about rejoicing.  The crowds recognised that Jesus was their King and Saviour.  The story-telling should communicate this excitement and joy to the children.  The story could be told from the point of view of an impatient onlooker, or perhaps by one of the disciples who is surprised by the crowds and recognises all over again the majesty of Jesus.

Activity.

Provide a number of options to the children, so that they can choose how they would most like to celebrate and praise Jesus. The children can then work in groups.  Options could include:

Providing musical instruments such as a keyboard and percussion instruments. The children can write a song or some music that expresses their praise for Jesus. One could write the words, another could make up a tune etc.

Lining paper and collage materials to make a banner to praise Jesus.

A group of children could write a rap to praise Jesus.

The children could make up a chant, similar to a football chant, that they can shout.

Give the children time to practice and then at the end of the session if there is time they could show what they have done to the whole group.  Emphasise strongly that this activity is not a competition, but an expression of love to Jesus and so should be taken seriously.

Talk time.

The crowds cheered for Jesus as He entered to city.  They were very excited.  Do we get excited about meeting with Him?

Why were the Jewish leaders so afraid?

Prayer.
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           CCOVERERS

  Seek and you will find…

						Matthew 7:7










