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Seek and you will find...

       Matthew 7:7


Week 20
The First Nine Plagues [Exodus 5:1-10:29]

Series:


Moses 

Application:

We can see God’s power at work.

Memory Verse:
“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” Isaiah 40:8
Preparation Notes

Moses and Aaron go to the Pharaoh and ask him to allow the Israelites to go into the desert for three days to make sacrifices to God.  The Pharaoh accuses them of trying to take the people from their work and makes the people work even harder.

God promises Moses and Aaron that He will deliver the Israelites from their slavery and return them to the promised land, Canaan.  The Lord tells Aaron to throw his staff on the ground before Pharaoh where it will turn into a snake, but Pharaoh’s magicians manage to turn their staffs into snakes also, and Pharaoh is not convinced. 

There then begins a series of nine plagues [the plague of the first born will be dealt with next week].  Each time Moses and Aaron ask the Pharaoh to let their people go, and after each plague he refuses, despite the fact that he asks Moses to pray on his behalf on a number of occasions and even acknowledges his sinfulness!  Sometimes he says he will let the people go, but then changes his mind after the plague has been removed.

The plagues are as follows:

1. The plague of blood

Moses strikes the water of the Nile and it is turned into blood and is undrinkable.

2. The plague of frogs

Aaron stretched out his hand and frogs came up from everywhere 

3. The plague of gnats

Aaron struck the dust of the ground and it became gnats

4. The plague of flies

The Lord sent swarms of flies into the whole of Egypt except Goshen where the Israelites were living

5. The plague on livestock

A plague was brought on to all the livestock belonging to the Egyptians, but it did not affect the Israelite’s livestock

6. The plague of boils

Moses tossed fine soot from a furnace and it became festering boils on all the people and animals

7. The plague of hail

The Lord sent an enormous storm on the whole of Egypt except Goshen where the Israelites lived, and the hail killed everything left in the fields and stripped every tree bare.

8. The plague of locusts

A plague of locusts came and devoured everything that was left after the hail

9. The plague of darkness

Moses stretched out his hand towards the sky and darkness fell over the whole of Egypt, but the Israelites had light wherever they were.

After every plague, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he wouldn’t let the people go.

Learning Points

· God shows His incredible power.

· God’s plan cannot be thwarted.

· The reason for the miracles is so that ‘all of you will know that I am the Lord’ (Exodus 10:1-2).

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Using the ‘plagues window sheet’ (DWK 20:1), tell the story, opening the windows as you come to each plague.  At the end of the story, close all of the windows again and see how many of the plagues the children can remember! 

Activity.

Using DWK 20:2, the children can colour or decorate each of the pictures (working in one’s or two’s depending on how many children there are).  Put the finished pictures on the wall in order.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Show the video of the first nine plagues (Moses- Testament. The Bible in Animation or Prince of Egypt), available on hire from Branchlines

Activity.

Using DWK 20:3, play ‘Plague Bingo’.  

Talk time.

· What kind of people are we most likely to listen to?

· How did God use the plagues to show both the Egyptians and the Israelites that He was the boss?

Prayer.
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