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Seek and you will find...

       Matthew 7:7


Week 11
Birthright & Blessings [Genesis 25:27 – 34, 27:1-40]

Series:


Jacob
Application:

God can works through our mistake.
Memory Verse:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”  Proverbs 3:5
Preparation Notes
Esau and Jacob grew up.  Esau became a skilful hunter and Jacob, who was quiet, stayed among the tents.  Isaac loved Esau and Rebekah loved Jacob.  

Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a plateful of lentil stew when he came in from a hunting expedition tired and hungry.  This showed how little Esau valued his birthright.

When Isaac was old and blind, he called for Esau to hunt for some wild game and prepare a meal for him so that he could give him his blessing before he died.  Rebekah overheard the conversation and so dressed Jacob up in Esau’s clothes, covering his smooth skin with goat skin to make him feel hairy.  She then gave him some food to give to Isaac and he took it in to his father.  Jacob didn’t even question the morals of Rebekah’s suggestion, and lied to his father, saying he was Esau so that Isaac would bless him instead.  

Despite what God had told Rebekah when she was pregnant (25:23), she didn’t trust Him to work things out and took the situation into her own hands, causing Jacob to be deceitful.

Isaac was very disappointed when he found out how he had been deceived, but oral blessings and deathbed bequests had legal force in those days, and he couldn’t retract the blessing he’d given to Jacob. 

When Esau found out about what had happened, he decided to kill Jacob as soon as Isaac had died.  Isaac warned Jacob to return to their family to choose a wife from among Rachel’s family.

Learning Points

· Isaac’s family made many mistakes e.g.

· Both parents showed favouritism

· Esau despised his birthright by giving it up so easily

· Jacob was selfish and unconcerned for his brother Esau

· Rebekah didn’t trust God to do what He’d promised

· Jacob was unconcerned about being deceitful to his father

· Esau was determined to kill Jacob

· God still worked through them to fulfil His plan.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Dress up two action men, one as Jacob and one as Esau, to use as props for the story.

Activity.

Photocopy the picture DWK11:2, one for each child.  Using fake fur fabric, smooth fabric, wool and felt tips the children can ‘dress’ and colour Jacob and Esau.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Using props eg. Fake fur,stew pot, lentils, blindfold etc. tell the story asking the children to role play as you go along.

Activity.



Play the game ‘Outburst’ using DWK11:1.


Talk time.

· Isaac’s family let God down BIG TIME.  Did God stop loving them?

· Is it right to show favouritism to people like Isaac did to Esau and Rebekah did to Jacob? (James 2:1-9)
Prayer.
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