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Week 119 –
Paul’s Arrest. [Acts 21 to 28]
Application:
Nothing can prevent the good news being preached.

Series Memory Verse: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28:19
Preparation
Paul returned from his journeys to Jerusalem.  He wanted to celebrate the feast of Pentecost with the Christians there.  As he travelled near the city some Christians came to him with messages from the Holy Spirit.  They told him that the Jews would arrest him if he came back.

Paul understood the warning and accepted that this would happen, but he was convinced that this is what God wanted him to do.

Paul eventually arrived in the city, and met with the elders of the church there.  Then he went to the Temple to pray.  Here he was recognised by some Jews who lived in those areas where he had been preaching.  Together with the chief priests, they gathered a mob and began to accuse him of blasphemy and disregarding the Law.  They seized hold of him, and would have killed him, if Roman soldiers had not arrived to arrest him.
The Romans would have flogged him to please the Jews, but they found out that he was a Roman citizen.  As such he enjoyed special protection under Roman law.  Therefore they sent him to the Roman governor to be tried.  They sent him with a strong escort of soldiers in order to avoid an ambush set up by the Jews.

The Roman governor, Felix, couldn’t find Paul guilty of anything, but he didn’t want to upset the Jews by letting him go free.  For two years Paul was imprisoned in the palace.  After this time a new governor, Festus, was appointed.  They Jews saw their chance to be rid of Paul.  They asked for him to be sent to Jerusalem again to be put on trial.  Not wanting to anger his new province by refusing, Festus was ready to agree, but Paul, as was his right as a Roman citizen, appealed to the emperor for justice.  Festus had no choice but to send him to Rome under guard with other prisoners.  During this time Paul also had the opportunity to defend himself before King Herod Agrippa.  During Paul’s defence, Herod realised that Paul was trying to convert him as well.
Jesus appeared to Paul in a dream, telling him that he should go to Rome, so that the gospel could be preached there too.

The journey to Rome was not an easy one.  The ship carrying them ran into a storm.  It was blown off-course and eventually wrecked off the coast of the Island of Malta.  During this time Paul encouraged the soldiers, sailors and prisoners.  He told them that they would not die in the storm, but God would save them.
After the shipwreck Paul preached on the island.  The locals were very impressed, thinking him a God, when he was bitten by a poisonous snake but not harmed by it.  He also cured the father of the island’s governor.

Eventually a ship visited the island that took them on to Rome.  When they arrived Paul was allowed to stay in a rented house, with just a single guard.  From here he was able to meet with people to share the gospel, and so Christianity was able to take hold in the capital of the Empire.
Learning Points

· God told Paul the price he would have to pay for his faith.

· Paul accepted this and stuck to his mission.

· Throughout his arrest and trials Paul continued to preach the gospel; to governors, kings, soldiers, sailors and prisoners.

· The gospel reached the centre of the Roman Empire, as God intended it would.
Discoverers 1

Focus on one aspect of this narrative, probably the episode when Paul is shipwrecked is most appropriate, to illustrate the learning points above.  Perhaps the children could be storm-tossed in a cardboard box boat during the story.
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

As with Discoverers 1, above, it may be more appropriate to focus on one aspect of the story.  Again, the shipwreck episode is probably a good choice as it can be used to cover all of the learning points.
Activity.

If using the shipwreck narrative, make the origami boat as shown in DWK119:1.  The ship’s pennon has the memory verse.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Unlike Discoverers 1 and 2, this group can cover the whole story in a more summarised form.  Emphasise the learning points as Paul focuses on his mission and uses every opportunity to preach the good news.  He follows God’s plans throughout.
Activity.

Nothing could prevent the gospel from spreading, but the Jews tried anyway.  Before going on the Talk Time, set the children some tasks which seem possible, but cannot be done.  Some possible examples include:
· Eating three Cream Crackers in one minute without having a drink.

· Getting a double duvet inside its cover using only one hand in less than a minute.

· Drawing a circle that joins up whilst blindfolded and using only the wrong hand.

· Walking a zig-zag line marked on the floor whilst blindfolded and wearing shoes.
Talk time.

· Do you think that Paul disobeyed God by going to Jerusalem, even though the Holy Spirit warned him what would happen?

· The Jews tried hard to stop Christianity spreading, do you think they could have done this?
Prayer.
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  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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