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Week 117 –
Peter’s Miraculous Escape from Prison. [Acts 12:1-19]
Application:
We should expect wonderful things from God.

Series Memory Verse: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28:19
Preparation

King Herod Agrippa was up to no good.  He had James (the brother of John – one of the disciples) beheaded.  This pleased the Jews, and encouraged him to persecute the Christians.  He had Peter arrested and put him in prison. Because it was the time of the Passover festival, he had to leave him there until the Passover was finished before he could have him tried. 

Peter was guarded in prison by four squads of four soldiers who took turn to be on guard.  The night before Peter was due to go on trial, he was sleeping chained up, with a guard on either side of him.  Two guards stood outside the door of the cell. 

Suddenly an angel woke Peter up and said, “Quick! Get up!” and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.

The angel told him to get dressed, put on his sandals, wrap his cloak around himself and follow him.  Peter thought he was dreaming and didn’t realise that what was happening was real!  Peter and the angel passed by both sets of guards and came to the iron city gate.  It opened for them by itself and they walked through.  After walking to the end of the street, the angel left Peter, and he realised that he had not been dreaming, and that he really had been rescued by the angel.

He went to the home of Mary, where he knew Christians gathered together to pray.  When he knocked on the door, a Christian servant girl called Rhoda came to answer it.  When she saw Peter she was so overjoyed that she went to tell everybody and forgot to open the door!  Those at the house didn’t believe Rhoda and said that it must have been Peter’s angel – after all how could Peter be there when he was supposed to be locked up in prison!

Peter kept knocking until they eventually opened the door. And then he explained to them how the Lord had brought him out of prison.

When Herod found out that Peter had escaped, he had all the guards executed for allowing him to escape.

Learning Points

· The church was continually attacked.
· Peter was arrested and was going to be killed.

· God saved Peter miraculously.

· Peter’s friends found it difficult to believe God had answered their prayers.

Discoverers 1

This story is quite a simple one for the children to understand.  Emphasise the miraculous nature of Peter’s rescue and the fact that this so surprised his friends they wouldn’t believe it was him.
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Demonstrate to the children how well secured Peter was, with all the guards, iron gates and chains inside Herod’s fortress.  Emphasise the miraculous nature of the escape – it could not have been accomplished without God.  Also show how we sometimes fail to put our trust in God; Peter’s finds found it difficult to believe he had been set free.
Activity.

Make the prison cell as shown in DWK117:1.  The iron gate, the guards and the chains all fold away to reveal a freed Peter.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

The most important part of this story is the reaction of Peter’s friends to his arrival at their door.  They had gathered to pray, presumably in part for Peter, their imprisoned leader.  Yet they did not believe it could possibly be him at their door.
Activity.

Play “The Great Escape”.  The children, working as a team, must work out how to escape from their ‘prison’ to freedom.  Their prison is a marked out section of the room.  Freedom is the far wall.  The various things that they must overcome could include:
· An electric fence (a line of chairs or rope that they must not touch).

· Guard dogs (a stuffed toy that they must make no noise to pass).

· A crocodile infested moat (a marked area that they must ferry each other across or build a bridge).
· A locked gate (that they must unlock by fishing for they keys)

· Etc., etc.

It will take a little time to set this up, and think out the tasks before hand.
Talk time.

· When you pray, do you really believe God will answer your prayers?
Prayer.
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           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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