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Week 116– Peter’s Vision. [Acts 10:9-11:18]
Application:
God doesn’t show favouritism; neither should we, especially when it comes to telling others about Jesus.

Series Memory Verse: “Repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38.

Preparation

Peter had been travelling around the country healing people through the power of the Holy Spirit and telling them about Jesus.  He ended up in a town called Joppa.  

Meanwhile, in Caesarea, there was a man named Cornelius.  He was a roman soldier and although he wasn’t born a Jew, he believed in God and followed the Jewish practices.  

An angel came to him and told him to send his men to collect Peter from Joppa. So Cornelius did as the angel said and some of his men set off for Joppa to collect Peter.

Back in Joppa, Peter went up onto the roof of the house where he was staying to pray.  As he was praying, he felt hungry so he asked for a meal to be prepared for him.  While he was waiting for the meal to be cooked, he fell into a trance and God spoke to him in a vision.  He saw heaven open and a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners.  On the sheet were all kinds of animals, reptiles and birds.  Then a voice said, “Get up Peter!  Kill and eat!”

Peter had been brought up a Jew and knew that the law forbade Jews to eat certain kinds of animals, so he said, “Surely not Lord, I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 

The voice replied, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”

This happened three times before the sheet was taken back up to heaven.  Peter wondered what the vision meant.

While Peter was still wondering, the men sent by Cornelius arrived at Peter’s house.  He knew that they weren’t Jews and the law didn’t allow Jews to mix with gentiles, but suddenly Peter realised what God had been telling him in the vision. From now on, gentiles were no longer unclean, because God had made them clean (Jesus died on the cross for EVERYBODY’S sin, not just the Jews).  So Peter did something that a Jew would normally never do; he invited the men into the house and talked to them!

The men explained that God had told Cornelius to send for him, so Peter went with them to Cornelius’ house in Caesarea, where a large crowd had gathered.

Peter talked to the people, explaining that God doesn’t show favouritism, but accepts people from every nation and background as long as they fear Him and do what is right.  He explained that Jesus died so that anyone who believes in Him could be forgiven for their sin, whether Jew or gentile.  

Many people became Christians that day – even gentiles received the Holy Spirit and were baptised.

Learning Points

· God gave Peter a vision which showed him that gentiles were no longer unclean because Jesus died for EVERYBODY’S sin, not just the Jews.

· Peter spent time with the gentiles and many became Christians

· God doesn’t show favouritism.

Discoverers 1

Talk about different types of people (skin colour, nationality, rich/poor, religion). Ask the children to try and spot differences between each other.  Explain that God gave Peter a dream, to show him that God loves everybody, no matter where they come from or who they are.  Peter started telling everybody about Jesus whether they were Jews like him, or not.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Quickly remind the children about the law before telling the story.  Visual aids would be helpful.  Explain that this was a big change for Peter and the other Jewish Christians, to find out that they no longer needed to live by the law and were now free to become friends with the gentiles.

Activity.

DWK 116:1.  A spot the difference activity with the words, ‘we are all different and God loves every one of us!’

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

See Discoverers 2 Bible Bit

Activity.

Play the ‘draw and pass it on’ game,  DWK 116:2 to see how many funny combinations of people get drawn!  Follow this with an activity where the children have to get into groups according to differences and similarities between them.  Eg all those wearing red, birthdays in November, nationality etc.  After these more obvious categories, think up some more unusual ones such as who prefers chocolate/strawberry ice-cream, whether they are better at literacy or maths etc.  Use these games to illustrate how different we all are.  Explain that God doesn’t show favouritism, and loves each one of us whatever we’re like.  We shouldn’t show favouritism either, especially when it comes to telling others about Jesus.

Talk time.

· It can be easy to just spend time with our Christian friends and forget that God wants us to tell others about Jesus.  How can we meet people who aren’t Christians and tell them about Jesus?

Prayer.
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           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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