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Week 114 – Stephen is stoned and the church is scattered. [Acts 6-8:7]
Application:
God can use even the worst times of our lives for His purposes

Series Memory Verse: “Repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38.

Preparation

Note; This weeks lesson connects Pentecost with the introduction of Saul.  Because of this it covers succinctly a few passages at once.  Hence, much of the detail has been left out.

All the new Christians listened and learnt from the apostles (the 12 disciples).  They spent time praying and encouraging one another.  They shared their possessions and broke bread (communion) together as Jesus had told them to.  The apostles healed many people, but when the high priest and Sadducees found out, they had them flogged. But still the apostles praised God.

The number of new Christians became so many that soon some of the jobs like giving food to the needy were just too much for the apostles.  So they gathered together and chose seven men to help them.  One of those men was called Stephen.

Stephen was full of God’s power through the Holy Spirit, and he performed many miracles.  The Jews began to argue with Stephen, but he was able to answer them wisely because the Spirit spoke through him.  So, the Jews made up false stories about him and eventually he was brought before the Sanhedrin, accused of blasphemy.  

When he was asked to explain himself, he told them about Jesus and the Holy Spirit. He accused them of being stiff-necked because they wouldn’t follow Jesus.  The elders and chief priests were furious and gnashed their teeth at Stephen.  But Stephen looked up, full of the Holy Spirit, and saw God, with Jesus at His right hand.

“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”

At this, the elders and teachers of the law were so angry that they dragged Stephen outside and stoned him.  While he was being stoned, Stephen prayed that God would forgive them, and then he died.

A man named Saul was there.  He was a Jew and he approved of what was happening to Stephen.

On that day, all the Christians were attacked and persecuted because they loved and followed Jesus. Saul went from house to house putting them into prison. Many of those who escaped, except for the apostles, moved away to Judea and Samaria.  They preached the good news about Jesus wherever they went, and the gospel was spread far and wide.

Learning Points 

· The early church cared, shared and spent time together worshipping God, despite being persecuted by the Jews

· Stephen was one of seven chosen to help the apostles.

· He performed many miracles, causing the Jewish leaders to falsely accuse him.

· When challenged, he preached about Jesus and the Holy Spirit and was stoned for blasphemy.

· Saul, a Jewish leader began to persecute the church.

· The believers scattered, spreading the good news into Judea and Samaria

Discoverers 1

This story may be a bit gory for younger children, so spend time talking about how the early church cared, shared and worshipped God and encourage the children to think about how they can be more sharing and caring to their friends.  Mention briefly how the Jews were jealous and cross with the early Christians and how Saul tried to break up the church by putting Christians in prison, but still the Christians carried on loving God and telling people about   Jesus.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Because we are meeting both Stephen and Saul for the first time, it would be helpful to have some pictures to help the children follow through the story.  

Emphasise how God can use difficult times to bring about His purposes, i.e. even when Saul was trying to destroy the church and the Christians were scattered, God used this to spread the word further a-field.  Help the children to understand that even when times are hard, God still loves us and hasn’t abandoned us.

Activity.

Make the fold-out story cards as shown in DWK114:1.  Fold two A4 sheets of coloured card into three equal sections, and join the two cards together with sticky-tape.  One each of the six resulting panels stick a picture representing part of the story.  The final panel end with us receiving God’s word.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

See note on Discoverers 2 Bible Bit.

Activity.

Play the game; Unfortunately/Fortunately. The leader starts the game by giving the introduction to the story, e.g. “On day Jack was walking down the road…”  The leader then asks a child to continue the story with the next sentence.  This sentence must start “Unfortunately…” and must tell of how something bad happened.  After this the leader takes up the story again, with a new sentence starting “Fortunately…” showing how something good resulted.  Continue the story until all the children have contributed at least once.  Try to encourage a logical continuation of the story.
If time permits, then play the Bible Sword Drill, to find Romans 8:28.  This passage reinforces the message that Gods purpose is worked out in everything that happens.  Allow the children to make a bookmark or similar to highlight this important verse.

Talk time.

· What kind of tough times are we likely to face as Christians in this country?

· Discuss some areas in the world where persecution of Christians still takes place.  Has God stopped working in these areas?

Prayer.
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           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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