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Series: The Greatest Sacrifice

Week 110 – Jesus’ Crucifixion [Matthew 27:1-54, Mark 15:11-39, Luke 22:66-23:49, John 18:28-24]
Application: We can have a relationship with God because Jesus died for our sins.

Series Memory Verse:
Christ died for our sins, He was buried and He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  1 Corinthians 15:3 and 4.

Preparation

Early in the morning the Sanhedrin decided that Jesus should be put to death.  When Judas saw that Jesus had been condemned, he was filled with remorse and hanged himself.

Because the Sanhedrin weren’t allowed to carry out capital punishment, they handed Jesus over to the Roman governor, Pilate.  Pilate asked Jesus, “Are You the King of the Jews?”  Jesus replied, “Yes, it is as you say.”

Then the chief priests and elders accused Him of many other things.  When He didn’t reply to their accusations, Pilate was amazed.  (He would have expected Jesus to try to defend Himself.)

It was the custom at the Feast of the Passover for the governor to release a prisoner of the people’s choosing.  A man named Barabbus was being held in prison for murder.  Pilate asked the crowd who they wanted to be released, Jesus or Barabbus?  The chief priests and elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbus to be released.

“What shall I do with Jesus, who is called Christ?”  Pilate asked the crowd and they answered, “Crucify Him!”  
When Pilate asked them what crime He had committed, they just shouted all the louder, “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”

Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere and that the crowd was in uproar, so he took some water and washed his hands in front of them saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood, He is your responsibility.”

Pilate released Barabbus, had Jesus flogged and handed Him over to be crucified.

The governor’s soldiers stripped Jesus, put a purple robe on Him (suggesting royalty) and a crown of thorns on His head. They put a staff in His hand (a pretend sceptre), and mocked Him saying, “Hail, the King of the Jews.”

They spat on Him and hit Him repeatedly on the head with the staff.  Then they put His own clothes back on Him and led Him away to be crucified.

It was customary for the condemned man to carry a beam of the cross to the place of crucifixion.  John tells us that Jesus carried His own cross, but Matthew and Mark tell us that Simon, probably a Jew, from Cyrene, was forced to carry the cross for Jesus.  This was probably because Jesus was too weak following His flogging.

Jesus was brought to a place called Golgotha where He was crucified, It was the third hour after daybreak. Jesus prayed, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

The soldiers divided up His clothes by casting lots and passers by hurled insults at Jesus saying, “He saved others, let Him save Himself if He is the Christ.”

Two other men, thieves, were crucified with Jesus, one on His left and one on His right.  One of them said, “Aren’t You the Christ?  Save Yourself and us!”  

But the other criminal rebuked him saying, “This man has done nothing wrong.”  

Then he said to Jesus, “Remember me when you come into Your Kingdom.”  

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”

By the sixth hour, darkness came over the land.  Three hours later, Jesus cried out, “My God! My God! Why have You forsaken Me?”
Then with a loud cry, Jesus died.

When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  (The curtain separated the Holy place from the Most Holy Place and signified our separation from the presence of God because of our sin. When Jesus died for our sin, we were able once again to come directly into God’s presence, and so the dividing curtain was no longer necessary.  See Hebrews 9 and 10.)

When the centurion who stood there in front of Jesus heard His cry and saw how He died he said, “Surely this was the Son of God.”

Learning Points 

· Our sin is a barrier between us and God

· This barrier could only be broken by someone being punished for the sin.

· Jesus took the punishment for everyone’s sin.

· Through Jesus we can cross the barrier to God and have a relationship with Him.

Discoverers 1

Avoid too much detail as you tell this story.  For example the little ones don’t need to know what happened to Judas, or that Simon carried the cross for Jesus.  Spend your time explaining the learning points as simply as possible, perhaps with a simple illustration or picture.

Discoverers 2 and 3

Bible Bit.

The two groups will join together for the next two weeks.  Use a good, reliable, but powerful video to show this story.  Although there are many details that could be discussed and explained following the video, try to allow the children time and space to absorb what Jesus went through for them.  A simple explanation of why the temple curtain was torn and what it symbolised would be a relevant conclusion to the video.  Challenge the children about their relationship with God and whether they have made a commitment yet.

Activity.

 DWK 110:1.  A round box is provided for each child. A paper circle is then cut out on which is a picture showing how our sin (the vertical part of the cross) separates us from God.  Another circle made from clear plastic, with the horizontal part of the cross and the word Jesus written on it, is then cut out.  Using a split pin, the clear circle is placed over the paper one and connected to the box.  Once the box is complete, the children can then decorate biscuits with icing crosses to put inside the box.

Talk time.

Use this time to answer questions on a one-to-one basis with the children as they do the activity.

Prayer.
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  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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