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Series: Jesus is God’s Son

Over the next two weeks we see a change in Jesus ministry.  He begins to talk to the disciples about His future death and resurrection, and spends time teaching them what is involved in following Him.  The first week we learn that Jesus is Christ, the Messiah, and that following Him requires total commitment from us, even when things get tough.  In the second week we are reassured that Jesus is God’s son, and we learn of our need to rely fully on Him.  It is only through His power that we can live our Christian lives.  Without Him we fail.

Week 99 -  Peter confesses Jesus is Christ   [Matthew 

  16:13-28, Mark 8:27-38, Luke 9:18-26]
Application: Being a Christian means giving ALL of our life to Jesus.
Series Memory Verse:
If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.  Matthew 16:24

Preparation

Jesus asked His disciples “Who do people say I am?” They replied, “Some say You are John the Baptist, others say You are Elijah and still others that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”  

“But what about you?” He asked, “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Christ means anointed one).  Jesus warned the disciples not to tell anyone about Him.  (Jesus wanted the disciples to know who He really was, but He didn’t want others such as the political rulers to find out, because they would be after Him, and He knew the time wasn’t right yet.)

Jesus told the disciples how He was going to suffer a great deal, that He would be rejected by the priests and the teachers of the law, that He would be put to death, but after 3 days He would be rise again.

Peter knew that Jesus was the Messiah, but in his mind it wasn’t right that a messiah would have to suffer and die.  He expected the Messiah to be strong and powerful.  So he told Jesus off for saying such things.  Jesus knew He had the power to rule the world without dying (remind the children of when Jesus was tempted in the desert), but He also knew that this was not part of God’s plan, so He said, “Get behind me Satan!” and refused to give in to temptation.  Peter wasn’t thinking about what God wanted, but what he wanted.

Jesus called the crowd to come and listen to Him along with the disciples.  He said to them,

“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it and whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world yet lose his soul?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, then the Son of Man (Jesus) will be ashamed of them when He comes in His Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

Jesus was explaining to the crowds that they had to make a choice.  They could either follow Jesus completely, which meant doing what God wants, even if it was difficult or meant dying for Him, or they could choose not to follow Him, which meant that they could please themselves in this life, but they wouldn’t have eternal life in heaven. 

Jesus expects us to be prepared to do for Him, what He was prepared to do for us; give up everything, even our lives if necessary. Explain to the children that if they choose to follow Jesus, they have to give ALL of their life to Him and do what God wants.  They can’t be Christians and also please themselves.

Learning Points 

· Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God as Peter confessed.

· Jesus told the disciples that He would suffer, die and that 3 days later He would be raised to life.

· To follow Jesus, we must give our lives COMPLETELY to Him, just as He did for us.

Discoverers 1

Jesus asked His disciples who they thought He really was.  Only Peter gave the right answer – that Jesus was God’s Son.  Jesus explained that soon He would have to suffer and die, but that 3 days later, God would bring Him back to life again.  Peter was upset when Jesus told him this, but Jesus told Peter that this was what God wanted Him to do.  Jesus explained that if we decide to follow him, we must be prepared to do whatever He asks us to, even difficult, scary things.  If we give our lives to Him, we will have a place saved for us in heaven for when we die.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

The essence of this story is that we should be prepared to do whatever God asks of us, even when it gets difficult (just as Jesus did).   We can’t be half-hearted about being a Christian.  To illustrate this, you could think of some examples of half finished jobs – and the consequences of not doing the job properly.  Relate this to the children’s walk with Jesus.

Activity.



Make the “Who are you going to live for?” mobiles.  DWK 99:1

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

As you tell the story, challenge the children to think of times in their lives when they’ve not done something properly, or given up on it before it is finished.  What was the result?

Activity.



Quiz – Which team can be the first to give 100% to God?  DWK 99:2

Talk time.

· What would have happened to us if Jesus had given up when He got scared and not died on the cross for us?

· Why must we be whole-hearted in our Christian lives, even when things get difficult.

Prayer.

           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7






































Harrogate EFC 2002

Page 1

