
Series: Jesus came to save us

Week 104 – Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.  [John 11:1-44]
Application: Jesus has power over death

Series Memory Verse:
I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live even though he dies.  John 11:25-26

Preparation

Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha who the children met the week before last.  The family were close friends of Jesus and He loved them.  Lazarus was sick, so the sisters sent word to Jesus, knowing He would be able to help.  

When Jesus heard about Lazarus  he said, “This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory, so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”

Jesus stayed where He was for two more days (although Jesus wanted to respond to Mary and Martha’s cry for help, He knew God wanted Him to wait.)  Then He said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”  

The disciples replied, “But rabbi, a short while ago the Jews tried to stone You and yet You are going back there.”  

Jesus answered, “Are there not 12 hours of daylight?  A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this worlds light.  It is when he walks at night that he stumbles for he has no light.”  Jesus was explaining that the time was now right for Him to do this.

Jesus explained to the disciples that Lazarus had died and that He was going to wake him up.  Thomas said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Many Jews had come to comfort Mary and Martha.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming she went out to meet Him, but Mary stayed at home.

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I know that even now, God will give You whatever You ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?

“Yes Lord,” she told Him, “I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who was come into the world.”

After this she went back and called Mary who went out to meet Jesus.  When she reached Jesus, she fell at His feet and said, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

When Jesus saw her and the Jews who had come along with her weeping, He was deeply moved and troubled.  He wept.

The Jews said, “See how He loved Him.”

One of them said, “Could not He who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.  “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But Lord,” said Martha, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.”

The Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard me.  I knew that You always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that You sent me.”

When He had said this Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  Lazarus came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Learning Points 

· Jesus has power over death.

· Those who believe in Jesus will never die.

Discoverers 1

An Action Man/G.I.Joe wrapped in tissue bandages may be a useful resource for the story.  Explain that nothing is impossible for Jesus, even bringing people back to life.  If we believe and trust in Him we will go to heaven to be with Jesus forever when we die.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.


A volunteer and some toilet roll may be helpful to illustrate this story!

Activity.

The memory verse is very important.  To help the children remember it we will produce a large collage to put on the wall.  Both the early and late groups will contribute.  Encourage the children to use the variety of materials available.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Emphasise the learning points.  There is a strong evangelical theme in this week’s story; use it to gently challenge them as a group.  Have they ‘believed in’ Jesus.

Activity.

The memory verse is a very important element in this week’s lesson.  Both the elements of the activity emphasise learning it.

For the first activity play a simple game in which teams of children have to collect each word of the memory verse and then complete it to win.  This can be as simple as a relay-race to a pile of words, or something more complex if you desire.


The second activity is a simple bookmark to take home and mark the memory verse in their Bibles.  See DWK104:1.

Talk time.

· When Jesus says we must ‘believe in’ Him what does He mean?

Prayer.
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           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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