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Series: Jesus came to save us.

Over the next three weeks, we see in the parables of the lost sheep and lost son, that God has a very special concern for the lost and that he welcomes with open arms those who repent.  We learn that Jesus has power over death in the story of Lazarus, and that He has the power to change lives when we meet Zacchaeus.  Through these three stories, we have the full gospel message.  Pray that the children will respond to this over the next three weeks.

Week 103 -  The Lost Sheep/Lost Son   [Luke 15:1-7 and11-32]
Series Memory Verse:
I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live even though he dies.  John 11:25-26

Preparation

The parable of the lost sheep considers how precious we are to Jesus and that He searches for us to save us.  The parable of the lost son concentrates on our response ie whether or not we are willing to repent.  These parables should be explained in context.  Jesus is talking to the Pharisees.  They thought they had a place in heaven because of their religious correctness, but they had hard hearts and rejected Jesus.

Discoverers 1: The Parable of the Lost Sheep.

Application: We are precious to God and He wants us to belong to Him.

The tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering round to hear Jesus.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  The Jesus told them this parable:

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’  I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”

The shepherd is like God.  He seeks out the lost to return them to the flock.

Explain to the children that the lost sheep could not find itself and that the shepherd needed to search until he found it.  In the same way, God searches for us.  Because Jesus died for us, we can become part of God’s family, just like the sheep was returned to the flock. When we decide to follow Jesus everyone in heaven celebrates!

Learning Points 

· We are all very precious to God

Discoverers 2 and 3:  The Parable of the Lost Son.

Application: God wants to save us; we need to repent.

The self-righteous Pharisees couldn’t accept that Jesus’ ministry was for everyone, including sinners.  Jesus told the following parable, which demonstrates God’s relationship with both sinners (the younger son) and the self-righteous (the older son).

“There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’  So he divided his property between them.

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that country, and he began to be in need.  So, he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach with the food that the pigs were eating, but no-one gave him anything.

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’  So they began to celebrate.

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.  When he came near the house he heard music and dancing.  So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.  ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.

“The older brother became very angry and refused to go in.  So his father went out and pleaded with him.  But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders.  Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!

“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me and everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

 The younger son was like a sinner who rejects God and lives the world’s way.  His money ran out and he realised he was in trouble.  Feeding the pigs was a dreadful job for a Jew because they were considered unclean animals.  He eventually realised he would be better off as a servant in his father’s house than where he was now.  Although his motive for returning home was to get food, he realised that he had sinned. His father was looking out for him – he had not been forgotten.  What he received when he returned home was not only forgiveness but also a special welcome from his father back into the family.  The robe, ring, sandals and feast emphasised the honourable position the son had been given in the father’s life. (Pharoah gave Joseph a ring and fine clothes when he put him in charge of Egypt.)  The younger son was like the sinner who repents.  He is welcomed into the family of God with open arms and there is a celebration in heaven.  

Sadly, the older son cared little that the younger son had returned and was part of the family again.  He just looked at all the hard work he had put in while the younger son had been away, and didn’t care that his father was so happy at his brother’s return.  We don’t find out if the older son repented or not, but his attitude was like that of the Pharisees who cared more about what they did or were seen to be doing, rather than their relationship with God.

Learning Points 

· The younger son was like a sinner who repents.  God welcomes him back to be part of His family.

· The older son was like the Pharisees, he was self-righteous and more concerned with himself than with his brother and father.

· We should be glad when people become Christians.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

It would be helpful to use pictures or flannelgraph to tell this story.  Give the characters names to make it more real and easier to tell.

Activity.

Dwk 103:1.    A board game with a die.  The aim is to get the lost son back to his father.  A number of players compete to be the first lost son home, but they encounter problems along the way if they land on the wrong square!  The children will colour the board game and then laminate it.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Explain carefully who all the characters represent in this parable.  Explain that repenting is like returning home to God – and that He is always waiting for us with open arms.

Activity.

Dwk 103:2.  Large-scale board game for the children to play in teams.  Which team can get their lost son home first?  To move on a question will have to be answered and then the dice rolled.

Talk time.

· Ask the children: Who are you most like in this parable?  The older or the younger son?  Where are you at in this story? Which part is most like your life?

Prayer.
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           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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