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Series: Who are we to judge?
Over the next two weeks, we will consider Jesus teaching on judging others.  We have already seen how eager the Pharisees were to judge Jesus and how they were filled with pride and self righteousness for keeping the law, when their attitudes were far from gracious.  Now we consider this in our own lives.  How often are we quick to judge our Christian brothers and sisters?  How slow are we to forgive?  Forgiving somebody is a very difficult thing to do.  As the children begin to understand this, pray that they will come to realise the seriousness of the sin in their lives and the depth of God’s grace when He forgives us.
Week 101 -  The Unmerciful Servant   [Matthew 

  18:21-35]
Application: We must forgive others just as God has forgiven us.
Series Memory Verse:


Discoverers 2 – Do not judge or you too will be judged. 

                          Matthew 7:1

Discoverers 3 – Do not judge or you too will be judged.  

       For in the same way as you judge others,  

       you will be judged, and with the measure 

       you use, it will be measured to you.

       Matthew 7:1-2

Preparation

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to seven times?”
Jesus reply was, “Not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”  Jesus did not mean that we should count the number of times we forgive our Christian brothers and sisters, but that we should always forgive them no matter how many times they wrong us.  

He continued His reply using the following parable as an illustration.

“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay everything back.’  The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go.

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed hom a hundred denarii.  He grabbed him and began to choke him.  ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.  
“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me and I will pay you back.’  
“But he refused.  Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.

“Then the master called the servant in.  ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow-servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

“This is how My heavenly Father will treat all of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

A talent was a significant weight of gold, worth a fortune.  Therefore ten thousand talents was an unimaginable amount of money – only kings or emperors would have access to these sorts of riches.  This huge debt, owed by the servant is an illustration of the debt we owe to God because of our sin.  It’s a debt that we on our own would never have been able to pay back.  This debt was cancelled for us when Jesus died for us on the cross.

The fellow servant’s debt, a hundred denarii, was perhaps worth a few thousand pounds.  Although significant, it couldn’t be compared to the debt of ten thousand talents.  The wrong done to us by our fellow Christians cannot be compared to our sin against God, so if we are not prepared to forgive our Christian friends, how can we expect God to forgive us.  This is a stark warning!  Forgiving our fellow Christians is not something God just encourages us to do – it’s something we MUST do if we expect forgiveness from Him.
Help the children to realise that true forgiveness is not the warm feeling of self-righteousness that you get when you’ve done someone else a favour, it is the complete cancellation of a debt.  It costs the forgiver, it is a sacrifice, and once forgiven, it is as if the wrong has never been committed.  If we have truly forgiven someone, we can’t go over old ground, reminding ourselves or them what they have done to us.  Once the children understand this, they will also understand why they no longer need to feel guilty for sin, once they have repented before God.

Learning Points 

· We are expected to forgive our fellow Christians for the wrong they do to us – however many times they do it.
· The parable of the unmerciful servant teaches us that unless we forgive others for the wrong they have done, we can’t expect God to forgive us for our sin.

Discoverers 1

If this story is too complicated for the young ones, spend some time talking about being sorry, and making friends again after an argument.  Explain that when we do wrong things it upsets God, but if we say sorry, and try hard not to do them again, He will forget we ever did them.  
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Illustrate the difference between the 10,000 talents and the hundred denarii in todays terms, and what you could buy with these amounts of money.  Spend some time thinking about what it means to truly forgive someone.
Activity.

DWK 101:1.  Cut out the template for the ‘Love keeps no record of wrongs’ box.  Fold and stick together.  Then using the heart shaped cutters, each child can cut out some marzipan/fondant hearts to go inside.  If they can manage not to eat them, this would make a lovely present for someone next time they make up after an argument!
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

See Discoverers 2 Bible Bit.  Explain the difference between being sorry and forgiving someone.  Make sure that the children understand that once we have forgiven somebody, it’s as if they had never wronged us in the first place.
Activity.

DWK 101:2.  This weeks activity consists of a paper bag, with a label stuck on the front saying ‘record of wrongs’.  A ‘chad’ type face and hands sticks over the top of the bag with a speech bubble saying “no wrongs in here!”  Inside the bag is the verse ‘Love keeps no record of wrongs. 1 Corinthians 13:5’.  The bag is designed to hang up on a notice board or in the child’s bedroom as a reminder that they should forgive others.
Talk time.

· Ask the children to think about the Lord’s Prayer. Can they remember the part where it says ‘forgive us our sins as we forgive others’.  There is a condition to God’s forgiveness.  What is it?
Prayer.

           CCOVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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