           
…………………………………….

WEEK 97- JESUS IS IN CONTROL. He saves us from hunger.

1. The feeding of the 5000 [Mat 14:13-21, Mark 6:32-44, Luke 9:10-17, John 6: 1-15]

Application: 
Jesus cares about our physical needs. But He came to fulfil our spiritual needs.

Memory Verse:
Romans 8: 35 & 37 - “Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble or hardship?…  No, in all things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

Preparation

Background to the story: It is found in the 4 Gospels and this underlines its importance.

Jesus feeding the crowd relates back to Moses feeding the freed Nation of Israel in the desert, with the divine Manna. It also relates back to the Prophet Elisha who fed 100 people with 20 barley loaves (2Kings 4: 42), but Jesus’ miracle achieved 20 times more. The story takes place before the Pass Over Feast, which again takes us back to Moses but also looks forward to the Last Supper (Jesus’ body given as bread, our spiritual food).

Jesus crossed the Lake of Galilee and went over to the far shore. A large crowd of people who had seen Him heal the sick, followed Him to hear Him preach. In order to do so, he climbed up a hill and sat at the top with His Disciples. It was getting late in the day and the countryside where they found themselves was isolated. The Disciples realised people would be hungry. They told Jesus to dismiss them so that they could go to the surrounding villages to find food and shelter. But Jesus felt that it was their responsibility to look after the crowd who had followed them. He told the Disciples that they should provide for them. 

Now the Disciples knew that what Jesus suggested was impossible to effect. They were too many people and they did not have the necessary resources to buy food for so many. They told Jesus that all they had were 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish and the number of people present was around 5000. There was no way they could feed so many with so little. Even if they spent all the money they had to buy food for the crowd, it would not be enough.

Jesus told them to sit the people down on the grassy slopes, in groups of 50. Jesus took the 5 barley loaves & the 2 fish that a young boy had provided. Looking up to heaven, he gave thanks for the food, broke it into pieces and gave it to the Disciples, to distribute among those present. The Disciples did as instructed and everybody received enough food to satisfy their hunger. Not only this, but at the end of the meal, there were enough leftovers to fill 12 baskets.

The crowd who had witnessed this miracle started to wonder about Jesus. They started to murmur among themselves that He must be like one of the Prophets of old (Moses or Elisha). Surely, they thought, He is the prophet we have all been waiting for, to guide our Nation. They wanted to take Him & make Him King of Israel by force, thinking that, like Moses who had delivered Israel from bondage in Egypt, Jesus would deliver them from the present oppressors, the Romans. 

But Jesus, who had come into the world for a different purpose, escaped the crowd and withdrew into the mountain.

Learning Points

· Jesus cares about us. Of course He can provide for all our physical needs, if we ask for it. But He came to give us much more than material advantages. God’s creation is already well designed to provide for these.

· The Disciples were more preoccupied with the physical   well-being of the crowd, rather than with their spiritual needs (underlined by the fact that the people had come to be instructed by Jesus).

·  Yet, Jesus came into the world to fulfil our spiritual needs, not to eradicate physical hardship. He was less concerned with our physical life (body) which is only temporary than with our eternal life (spirit) which he came to redeem through salvation, by the sacrifice of His own body on the cross.

· In the story, Jesus shows his concern for those who were poor and hungry. As Christians we should also care for others, particularly those less fortunate than ourselves.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit. You could use the flannel board to tell the story (see Sam/Tim).
Activity.  Salt Dough Fish.
Ingredients for a batch of Salt Dough:

· 900g of plain flour

· 225g salt

· 450ml water.

· Few drops of food colouring (optional)

Material for each child:

· A piece of Salt dough (enough a least to make a fish).

· A small rolling pin.

· A small plastic modelling tool & a cocktail stick/match stick to make the eye.

· A paper plate lined with circle of greaseproof paper.

· A ‘baking instruction’ label.

· Pens & glue.

One batch should be enough for each session. You need to make the salt dough in advance, as it needs to ‘rest’ for at least 30 minutes to make it easier to work with.. All the ingredients must be mixed to form a ball, which is then kneaded until a ‘satiny’ consistency is achieved.

Each child receives a piece of dough. The dough is rolled out to 1cm thickness, and shaped into a fish. For this, they need to make an oval shape for the body & a triangle for the tail. They can decorate the fish by making patterns on the body to imitate scales, an eye etc… They could if they wish make 5 small fish as in the story or any number for the amount of dough they have.

They lift the dough fish on to the paper plate, ready to take home.

They write  & colour the ‘baking instruction’ label & stick it at the side of plate.

Baking Instructions: Bake in cool oven (max. 150° C) until hard & dry.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Activity.  Make a friendship fish necklace.

Aim:
To make 2 identical necklaces out of one circle; one to keep, one to give to a friend (idea of sharing found in the story, i.e. the boy sharing his food & Jesus sharing out the food). Each pendant will be in the shape of a fish, to remind then of the story, also because the fish was the symbol adopted by early Christians (explain significance)

Material for each child:

· A piece of modelling material, such as ‘FIMO’. Depending on the type of material used, it will either need to be left to dry or baked in the oven. So the project might need to be completed at the following session.

· 2 pieces of black cord of equal length for necklace (enough to go round child’s neck).

· A small disc of card (4/5cm across) to use as template.

· Plastic modelling tool & cocktail stick/match stick

· Rolling pin.

Method:

1.   Roll out a piece of modelling material to a thickness of 5mm.

2. Cut out a small disc out of the modelling material by using the card template.

3. Cut the circle in 2 equal half by drawing a wavy line down the middle to make 2 ‘fish shapes’ (see picture to produce).

4. With cutting tool, decorate the fish (scales). Make a hole for eye in each. The hollowed eye will be used to pass the cord.

5. The fish pendant will need to be baked (follow packet’s insstructions) if FIMO is used, so they might be made before the story.

Talk time.

Later on when the Disciples asked Jesus for a miraculous sign, similar to Moses feeding the Israelites with the Manna (bread from Heaven), Jesus told them: “ I am the bread of life, He who comes to me will never be hungry”. What did Jesus mean by that? Explain that the ‘real bread of God’ is “He who comes down from Heaven and gives life to the world”, (John 6: 33). The bread here is a symbol, not real food. Jesus was teaching His listeners that He was the one who could give them spiritual food, and keep them alive.

Prayer

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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