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Week 95 – A New Life in Christ

4. Parable of the Sower [Matthew 13:1-23, Mark

    4:1-20, Luke 8:1-15]

Application: What type of soil are we?
Series Memory Verse:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17
Preparation

The Parable of the Sower was the first recorded parable that Jesus told.  Parables were a way of using familiar scenes to illustrate spiritual or moral truths to those Jesus taught.  The synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) contain about 30 parables.  The Parable of the Sower is one of only 3 to be included in all three.   John didn’t include parables in his gospel.

Jesus had been travelling around Galilee preaching the good news of the Kingdom of God to the people He met in the towns and villages.  One day He sat down by the Sea of Galilee to preach.  A great crowd gathered around Him to listen, so He got into a boat and talked to the crowds from the water while they sat on the shore.  He told them the Parable of the Sower.

“A farmer went out to sow his seed.   As he was scattering the seed, some fell on the path; it was trampled on and eaten up by birds.  Some fell on the rock (a thin layer of soil over rocky ground).  When this seed came up the plants withered because they had no moisture.  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came up and produced a crop, a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  He who has ears, let him hear.”

The disciples asked Jesus why He spoke in parables.  Jesus explained that for those who believe, the purpose of the parables is to reveal the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven (the new truths about the promised kingdom).  But for those who do not believe, the parables conceal the truth – just like in Isaiah’s time when the truth was hidden from those who didn’t believe.  For those who believe in Jesus, the parables bring enlightenment; for those who don’t, the parables bring blindness.

Jesus then went on to explain the Parable of the Sower.

“When anyone hears the message about the Kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart – this is the seed sown along the path.  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  But since he has no root, he only lasts a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  But the one who receives the seed that fell on good soil is the man who understands it; he produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

Learning Points 

· The four types of soil represent us and the way we receive God’s word.

· When we believe and trust in Jesus, He helps us to understand much more about the Kingdom of Heaven with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Those who do not believe and trust in Jesus are blinded from this wonderful spiritual understanding.

Discoverers 1

Explain simply the four soil types (pictures would be helpful) and how they are like a picture of how much we love and trust Jesus.  Encourage the children to try and be like the good soil.  Talk about what it means to ‘produce a crop’ in our Christian lives.  Don’t include the second learning point at this level.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

It would be good to include something visual to tell this story, either pictures or even some seed/grain, and some soil samples.

Activity.

Make the ‘mixed up story’ crafts.  DWK 95:1

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

We can use this story to help us consider the types of response people give when they first hear about the gospel.  We can also use it to help us consider how we respond to God’s word as Christians.  Wherever the children are spiritually, this parable is relevant to their lives.  Help them to understand this and think carefully about how they respond to God’s word when they read their Bibles, listen to stories in Discoverers etc.  Help them to think about what kinds of things get in the way of their relationship with God.

Activity.

Play the ‘Producing a crop’ game using the board DWK 95:2


Talk time.

· Encourage the children to share their experiences of when ‘riches’ or the ‘worries of the world’ have got in the way of their relationship with God.  How has God rewarded them when they put Him first?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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