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Week 93 – A New Life in Christ

2. Sermon on the Mount 1 [Matthew 5:17 to 6:4, 7:1-5 and Luke 6:27-42 ]

Application: 
God wants us to be good on the inside as well as on the outside.
Series Memory Verse:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17
Preparation

This is where things start to get complicated!

The Fulfilment of the law

Jesus explains in Matthew 5:17 that he has not come to abolish the Law but to fulfil it.  He then goes on, in verse 19, to say that those who break the Law will be called least in the kingdom of heaven and those who practice and teach the Law will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Note, inference is that you can enter the kingdom of heaven whether you keep the law or not!)  What does Jesus mean here?  In Galatians 3:19-25 we are told that the law was set up, back in the Old Testament, as a standard, to show people how far short of God’s expectations they were falling.  However, we also know (e.g. from John 14:6) that the only way to heaven is through Jesus.  No matter how hard we try, we will never be able to reach the standard that God requires without seeking forgiveness through Jesus.  It is only through faith in Jesus that we can become righteous and it is in this way that Jesus fulfils the Law.

At this stage in Matthew, Jesus is not preaching salvation to the lost, He is showing the principles of love behind God’s laws.  The Pharisees were acting on the law, but their motives were wrong.  So even they, who were widely regarded as the most law-abiding Jews, fell far short of God’s standards (v20).

It is important that the children don’t get the idea that they can be good enough to earn a place in heaven just by following the Law or just by acting in love. They must realise that they will never be good enough to do that.  The only way they can make it into heaven is through seeking forgiveness from God through Jesus.  

Jesus was preaching on a high hill.  He was with His disciples, telling them about God and what God wanted them to be like.  His disciples were Jews, and they knew the Laws that God had given to Moses and the Jewish people in the desert many years ago.  (Remind the children of the 10 Commandments etc.). Some of the things Jesus said didn’t sound like the old Laws, and indeed the Pharisees had been going around claiming that Jesus was trying to destroy them.

Jesus tried to explain to them what He meant.

Firstly, He told them that He had not come to destroy the Laws.  Jesus knew the Laws came from God, and they were therefore right and should be obeyed at that time.  In fact He then went on to say that they had to obey these Laws even better than the Pharisees did!  This must have worried the disciples, because the Pharisees were very, very good at obeying all sorts of rules.  They didn’t think they could do better than them.

Jesus then explained in what way they had to do better than the Pharisees.

The Pharisees obeyed the external letter of the Laws, but inside their hearts and motives were just the same as everyone else.  They didn’t murder people; but they did hate people.  They did not use swear words; but they still insulted people.  They offered sacrifices to God; but in their hearts they were angry with each other.  They did not commit adultery; but they still looked at other women.  They were good to their friends; but they were not good to their enemies.  In fact they obeyed God’s Laws not because they wanted to please Him, but because they wanted other people to see how good they were.  But Jesus could see right through them, and this is why they hated Him so much.

The Pharisees were very good at telling other people that they weren’t following God’s rules, but they couldn’t see their own problems.  Jesus said that you have to take the plank of wood out of your own eye before you can take a speck out of someone else’s!

Jesus wanted His disciples to obey God because they loved Him and they wanted to do His will.  He wanted them to obey the Laws better than the Pharisees, not by being better at sticking to rules, but by loving others as well.  Their hearts had to match their actions, because God does not just see what we do, He can see inside us as well.

Jesus wanted His disciples to obey the Laws perfectly, but He knew they could not do this.  He would later show them the only way to reach heaven.

Learning Points 

· Jesus obeyed all of God’s Laws in the way God wanted them to be obeyed.

· The Pharisees were good at keeping rules, but they did it to show others how good they were.  This isn’t what God intended.

· God wants us to do what is right, but to do so because we love Him and each other, not to show others how good we are.

Discoverers 1

Jesus was talking to His disciples (his special friends) about the Pharisees.  The Pharisees were very good at keeping rules.  The disciples were worried that they could not keep the rules well as the Pharisees.  Jesus explained that the Pharisees were good at rules but they only did it to show off, but not because they loved God or wanted to be kind to other people.  He told the disciples to make sure that they were good on the inside as well as on the outside.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

There is very little narrative in this story.  It might be a good idea to use a range of illustrations to get the learning points across.   Possible illustrations might include:

· Nicely wrapped boxes, some holding gifts and others rubbish.

· Wholesome looking fruit, but some bad inside.

Activity.

Make the pictures in DWK93:1, showing how even if we llok fine on the outside our inside can still be full of sin.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Because there is little narrative in this story, continue straight into the talk time.  Try to encourage the children to discuss the issues.

Activity.

Make the ‘two-faced’ figure in DWK93:2.  Make sure all the children understand the expression ‘two-faced’.

Talk time.

· Jesus knew that even His disciples could never obey all of God’s Laws perfectly.  How could they ever get into heaven?

· What do you think the Law is for, if no-one can every obey it properly?

If you want to illustrate these points, you to use this illustration:

Blindfold one child, then afterwards stick a strip of tape to the floor.  Tell them they have to keep walking along it.  Of course they will not be able to do so because they wont have seen it.  This is like living without the Law to guide you.  Next, do the same thing but allow the other children to give directions and let the child know when they are off course.  They will do much better, but not perfectly.  This is like having the Law to show you when you are sinning.  Finally, repeat the process, but take the child by the hand and guide him or her along the path.  This is like living with faith in Jesus.

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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