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Week 92 – A New Life in Christ

1. Miracles on the Sabbath [Matthew 12:9-14, Mark 3:1-6 and Luke 6:6-11]

Application: 
God made the Sabbath for us; He didn’t make us for the Sabbath.
Series Memory Verse:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17
Preparation

(This is just one of several instances where Jesus challenged the Jewish authorities on their overly strict interpretation of the Sabbath laws.  Another is just before this incident in both Matthew 12:1-8 and Luke 6:1-5).

Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the Sabbath.  Also in the synagogue were scribes and Pharisees.  They were watching Jesus carefully because they did not like the way He ignored their authority.  In fact they were trying to catch Him out.

Another in the synagogue was a man with a withered right hand; a significant disability in an age of manual labour.  The Pharisees knew that Jesus often healed people, so they were waiting to see if He would heal this man.  If He did so, they thought they could use this to make an accusation against Him.

This accusation would be because Jesus would be ‘working’ on the Sabbath, and so would be breaking the Laws that God gave the Israelites (Exodus 20:8 and Numbers 15:32-36).  It seems strange that they failed to notice that Jesus was performing a miracle in front of their eyes!  They were so concerned with the Law and their own positions that they could no longer see God at work.  We are told that their hearts were hard.

Jesus, however, knew what the Pharisees were up to.  But instead of not healing the man, and avoiding blame from the Pharisees, He called the man to Him.  Then He asked the crowd:

“Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or destroy?”

Then He looked at round at them to see if any of them had anything to say.  No one said anything; the Pharisees had no answer for Him.

So He said to the man “Stretch out your hand”.  As the man did so, it was healed!

Instead of being amazed by God’s power the Pharisees were filled with rage.  They knew that Jesus had been too clever for them and so had eluded their trap.  They plotted with each about how they might get rid of Him once and for all.

Learning Points 

· Jesus knew the Pharisees were watching Him, but He didn’t let that stop Him doing good.

· The Pharisees couldn’t see that Jesus was God, and the Sabbath was His.

· God gave the Jews the Sabbath to rest, to do them good, not as just another Law to keep.

Discoverers 1

Jesus was teaching people about God.  Some of the people were Pharisees who didn’t like Jesus very much and were trying to find a way to catch Him out.  Also in the crowd was a man who had a poorly hand.  It was so bad he couldn’t use it.  Now it was the Jewish holy day of the week, called the Sabbath.  God had told the Jews that they should rest on this day, and not do any work.  The Pharisees wanted to see if Jesus would heal the man, so they could tell Him off for working on the Sabbath.  But Jesus knew what they were thinking.  He asked them if it was right to do good on the Sabbath.  They did not answer Him.  Jesus healed the man with the poorly hand.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using your hands in some way.  This could be using puppets, signing some of the words, using actions as we do for our songs or in some other fashion.

Activity.

Make the ‘Healing Hands’ activity in DWK92:1.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Tell the story from the point of view of a group of Pharisees, plotting to trick Jesus before, during and after this incident.  Emphasise their strict adherence to the letter, rather than the spirit, of the Law and also how they overlook the obvious display of God’s power because they are so angry that Jesus saw through their plot.

Activity.

Play the ‘Laws and Rules’ quiz in DWK92:2.  The children try to remember, or guess, which laws are from the Old Testament.


Talk time.

· Have you heard the phrase ‘keep Sunday special’?  What do you think this means?

· Why did God what the Jews to stop work on the Sabbath?

· Do you think Jesus broke the Law when He healed the man?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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