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Week 91 – Faith

4. The faith of the four friends [Matthew 9:2-8, Mark 2:1-12 and Luke 5:18-26]

Application: 
Jesus can forgive our sins
Series Memory Verse:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not die, but have eternal life.” John 3:16
Preparation

Jesus was back in Capernaum, in his own district of Galilee.  He was possibly staying at Peter’s house.  The people of the town heard that He was back, and many of them gathered to hear Him preach.  In fact so many people wanted to hear Him that soon the house became completely full.  They even gathered outside the open door of the house to hear what Jesus had to say.

Four men had heard that Jesus was in town.  They had a friend who was paralysed and could not walk.  (NB It is no longer considered polite or appropriate to label people by their disabilities, so please don’t say ‘paralytic’, use ‘a man who was paralysed’ instead).  The four men decided to take their friend to Jesus.  When they arrived at the house, and realised they couldn’t get in because of all the people, they carried him onto the roof of the house.  (Typical houses in the part of the world had flat roofs accessible by a stairway running up the side of the house).  The four friends made a hole in the roof.  (This was likely to have been made of wooden beams overlaid by branches and then mud or clay).  They then lowered the man down through the hole in the roof.  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the man: “Son, your sins are forgiven”.

Some Pharisees were listening to Jesus.  When they heard Him say this they thought He was blaspheming, as they knew that only God could forgive sins.  By forgiving the man his sins, Jesus was claiming to be God!

However, Jesus knew what they were thinking.  He said to them:  “Why are you thinking these things?  Which is easiest; to say to the paralysed man ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or to say ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?”  Jesus knew that only a miracle would convince them of who He was.  So He told the paralysed man to get up, talk his mat and walk home.  At this the paralysed man got up, rolled up his mat and walked in front of all the people.

This amazed everyone, and they praised God for what had happened, saying they had never seen anything like this before.

Learning Points 

· The real point of the story (one possibly lost on many of the crowds in that house) was that Jesus can forgive sins, not that He can heal the sick.  Only God can forgive sins.

· Jesus healed the man as a sign to those who disbelieved He could forgive sins.

· Jesus was moved because He recognised the faith of the paralysed man and his four friends.

Discoverers 1

Jesus had come to town and lots of people wanted to hear Him talk about God.  So many people came that the house was full.  Now four men had a friend who could not walk, his legs just didn’t work.  They knew that Jesus would be able to help, but they couldn’t get to Him.  So the men carried their friend onto the flat roof of the house and made a hole so they could lower him down into the room!  When He saw what was happening Jesus didn’t tell the men off for making a hole, He knew that the men believed in Him.  He told the man who couldn’t walk that His sins were forgiven.

Now some Jewish leaders in the room knew that only God could forgive sins, and they didn’t really believe that Jesus was God.  So to prove to them that He was God, Jesus made the man better.  He said: “Get up, take your mat and go home”.  And the man did! 

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using the jointed stick, DWK91:1.  This is easier to demonstrate than explain, so see Sam or Tim.

Activity.

Make the ‘4GIVEN’ mobiles, DWK 91:2.  

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using the jointed stick.  This is easier to demonstrate than explain, so see Sam or Tim.  Include the talk-time into your story if you think it appropriate.  Please ensure the children understand what faith is.

Activity.

Make the jointed stick, DWK91:3, and teach the children to tell the story using it.


Talk time.

· What did the crowd think more important; that Jesus could heal the man or that he could forgive his sins?
· What do you think is more important?
Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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