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Week 90 – Faith

3. Fishers of Men [John 1:35-42 and then Matthew, Mark, Luke]

Application: 
When Jesus calls us for a special job, will we be ready to go?
Series Memory Verse:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not die, but have eternal life.” John 3:16
Preparation

Remind the children about John the Baptist, and how his job was to prepare people for Jesus.  Our story begins in John 1:35-42, where we find John the Baptist standing with two of his disciples, one of whom was Andrew.  As Jesus walked by, John said to Andrew, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  John was explaining to Andrew that Jesus was the Messiah who had come to become a sacrifice for sin. In other words, he was preparing Andrew for Jesus.

Andrew spent some time with Jesus, before going to find his brother Simon.  He told Simon that he’d found the Messiah, and brought him to Jesus.  Jesus looked at Simon and said, “You are Simon, the son of John.  You shall be called Peter.” (Peter means rock or stone – later Peter is to become the leader of the church)

So Andrew and Simon Peter had met with Jesus. Some time later, Jesus was by the Lake of Galilee, teaching the crowds.  They were gathering in too close for Him to be heard.  He saw two empty fishing boats, one of which belonged to Simon Peter.  He got in and asked Simon Peter to push him out a little so that the crowds could hear Him more easily.  When He’d finished speaking, He said to Simon Peter, “Put out into deep water and let down the nets for a catch.”

Simon Peter said, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.  But because You say so I will let down the nets.”  They caught so many fish that their nets began to break, so they asked their friends in another boat to come and help. The fish filled both boats so full that they began to sink!

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at Jesus knees and said “Go away from me Lord; I am a sinful man!”  Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”  So they pulled their boats in, left everything (including the big catch of fish!) and followed Him.

Jesus chose 10 other disciples to work with Him during His time on earth.  They were: James, John,  Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas Matthew, James Thaddaeus, Simon and Judas Iscariot

Learning Points 

· John the Baptist prepared the way for Andrew, who then told then told his brother Simon.

· Simon Peter showed his faith in Jesus when he let out the net, even though he had caught nothing all night.

· Simon became aware of his sin in the presence of Jesus.

· Jesus made a specific calling to Simon Peter and he followed, leaving everything.

Discoverers 1

Andrew and Simon Peter were brothers who worked as fishermen.  They were friends with Jesus.  One day Jesus told them to go out on their boat and cast their nets to catch some fish.  Simon Peter explained that he’d been fishing all night and hadn’t caught anything.  Nevertheless, he did what Jesus said.  The brothers caught so many fish that they had to ask some friends to help pull the nets in.  The fish filled two boats until they were almost sinking.  Simon Peter, having spent time with Jesus, realised he had done many things wrong (sins) and asked Jesus to go away from him. (Ask the children if they ever try to hide when they’ve been naughty).  Jesus told Peter not to be afraid because from now on he and his brother Andrew would be doing a very important job for Jesus – instead of catching fish using a net, they would be catching men by telling them all about Jesus! 

The two brothers left all the fish they’d just caught, and all their belongings, and followed Jesus, to do the special job He’d given them.  Simon Peter and Andrew were just two of the twelve disciples Jesus chose to help Him while He was here on earth and after He’d died.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using the flannel board resources once Jesus is preaching by the shore and then when he moves into Peter’s boat.

Activity.

Make the ‘fishing for men’ game.  DWK 90:1

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

The story jumps around a bit, so be careful to maintain the flow of the narrative.  Many versions of this story (found it books and videos) assume Peter did not know Jesus before he lent his boat, but it is clear he did.

Activity.



Play the ‘fishing for men’ game in DWK90:2.

Talk time.

· Simon Peter was very ordinary, but he had faith in Jesus.  What does that tell us about who Jesus chooses to do special jobs for Him?

· What would you be prepared to give up should Jesus ask you to?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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