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Week 88 – Faith

1. Nicodemus (John 3:1-21)

Application: 
We must be born again.
Series Memory Verse:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not die, but have eternal life.” John 3:16

This series is the most evangelical to date, and provides us with the opportunity to challenge the children with Jesus’ words.  The series memory verse will be well known to them, both from the song and from previous Discoverers lessons.  However, the verse is now set into its context of Jesus challenging Nicodemus’ own faith.

Preparation

Whilst Jesus was in Jerusalem He caused quite a commotion amongst those priests who looked after the Temple.  They felt that Jesus did not recognise how important they were.  One group in particular was upset by Him; they were called the Pharisees.

However, one of the Pharisees, a man named Nicodemus, had been listening carefully to Jesus and wanted to hear more.  He had also been watching carefully, and saw that the miracles performed by Jesus meant that He must have come from God.  But he was afraid of what the other Pharisees would do if he was seen to be speaking to such a man.  Therefore, he waited until it was night before he set out to find Him.

Nicodemus must have had many questions he wanted Jesus to answer.  But before he had chance to ask any of them, Jesus said “I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”

This must have startled Nicodemus.  “How can a man be born when he is old?” He asked “Can he enter his mother’s womb a second time and be born.”

But Jesus wasn’t talking about being physically born.  He explained that He was talking about being born again in the Spirit.  Now Nicodemus was a clever man, he was a teacher to the Jewish people, but he still found it difficult to understand what Jesus meant.  He asked again “How can these things be?”

Jesus explained that Nicodemus could only believe these things through faith.  He said that the Pharisees had seen things with their won eyes, and had still not believed them; so how could they believe things they had not seen?  Then He said:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but will have eternal life.”

We do not really know what Nicodemus made of this; but we do know that later Nicodemus defended Jesus in front of the Pharisees (John 7:50-51) and along with Joseph of Arimathea, took Jesus’ body and buried it (John 19:39-42).

Learning Points 

· We must be born again in the Holy Spirit.

· Even a teacher like Nicodemus found this difficult to understand.

· We must have faith that what Jesus tells us is true.

· Believing in Jesus will bring us to eternal life.

Discoverers 1

The Pharisees were Jewish priests.  They didn’t like Jesus because He didn’t listen to them or do what they said.  But one Pharisee was different.  His name was Nicodemus, and he had listened carefully to Jesus.  He went to see Jesus in the middle of the night, when all other Pharisees were asleep.  

Jesus said to him; ‘If you want to go to heaven you must be born again’.

Jesus meant that he had to become a new person, not that he had to be a baby again!  This is the only way anybody can get into heaven.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

There isn’t much narrative in this story, so hold the children’s interest through a very expressive dialogue between Nicodemus and Jesus.  You might even want to use puppets or figures to represent them.

Activity.



Make the Nicodemus models as shown in DWK88:1.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

As there are really only two characters in this story, you might want to act it out, in a dramatic fashion.  Nicodemus especially can show a good range of visual emotions from furtive/scared, through surprised to puzzled.  He can share his concerns with the children as asides. 

Activity.

Make the born-again butterfly puzzles in DWK88:2.  Explain that the butterfly is a symbol of rebirth (being born again).

Talk time.

· I like to think that Nicodemus understood Jesus, and was born again.  Do you think you will get to heaven and can find out for sure?

· Are we sometimes afraid of coming to Jesus in front of others, because we are scared of what they might say?

· Is it enough to just believe that Jesus exists, or is there more to it than that?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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