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Week 87 – Jesus as Human

3.Jesus Clears the Temple [John 2:12-22]

Application: 
Sin makes God angry; it can make us angry too.
Series Memory Verse:
Discoverers 2   

‘Jesus made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.’  Philippians 2:7

Discoverers 3  

‘Jesus, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.’  Philippians 2:6-7
This memory verse reminds us that Jesus as well as being God, also became human, and shared the same kinds of experiences that we face.
Preparation

Note; there is some dispute as to the timing of this event.  John’s account places it after the Wedding Feast of Cana.  The other gospels place it during Holy Week.  Many think there are two similar events, since some of the details differ.  We have chosen John’s version as it illustrates the emotional nature of Jesus that fits well into this part of our story and the series theme.

Jesus travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover festival, as all Jewish males were required to do.  As part of this festival He went to the Temple to worship His father.

People went into the Temple to pray, but also to pay their Temple taxes and sacrifice animals.

The tax collectors, money-changers and animal sellers had set up their stalls in the courtyards of the Temple.  They were greedy people, who charged high prices for their goods and liked to try and cheat those visiting the Temple.

When Jesus saw what these people were doing, cheating the worshippers in God’s own Temple, He made a whip from cords of rope and drove them out of the Temple.  He drove the sheep and cattle out and He overturned the tables of the money-changers, scattering their coins on the ground.

He said to them “Take these things away!  Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise.”   (In the other gospels Jesus uses the better-known phrase, “…a den of thieves”).

The priest and merchants at the Temple were upset with Jesus.  They did not like Him upsetting their arrangements.  They demanded that He should show them some sort of sign, to prove He had the authority to do these things.

Jesus answered “Destroy the temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

They replied “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you would raise it up in three days?”

Jesus was not speaking about the Temple in which they where standing, but His own body.  Much later, after He had died and risen again, His disciples remembered what He said on this occasion.

Learning Points 

· Jesus did not like what was happening in His Father’s house.

· The merchants were cheating the people who came to worship God.

· He physically drove the merchants from the Temple courtyard.

· The priests and merchants demanded a sign from Him.

· Jesus’ sign was His own death and resurrection.

This story is often used as an example of righteous anger, but please note that neither this account, nor that of the other gospels specifically states that Jesus was angry.  However, His actions and words indicate that He was deeply moved by the situation He found.

Discoverers 1

Jesus went to the Temple in Jerusalem.  He found it full of people selling things and very expensive prices, cheating the people worshipping at the Temple.  Jesus made a whip from cord and drove the people selling things out of the Temple.  He did not want them to use his father’s house as a place to cheat people.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

It might be difficult for the children to understand why the merchants were in the Temple in the first place, and then also why what they were doing was unfair.  Use the existing pictures of the Temple to remind them of what it looked like, and describe the big courtyard outside.  Also remind the children of how important the Temple was to God; He told Solomon to build the first one  and had helped the exiles build the second.

Activity.

Use the faces and features in DWK87:1 to show the range of emotions that we can have, and that Jesus could have had too.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

This is quite a short story, but one with a lot of action!  It is important the children really understand what made Jesus react the way he did.  Try to relate it to an injustice that they can understand; like charging £20 to use the church car-park.  It is important to cover the points in the talk time.

Activity.

Play a variant of the game ‘charades’.   One a set of pre-prepared cards, at least one per child, write an emotion (e.g. happiness, sadness, anger).  Each child in turn must act out this emotion and the other have to guess what it is.  In a small group allow the child who guessed correctly to go next (though allow all children to have a go).  In a larger group divide the children into two teams which can then play for points.  Emphasise that Jesus, being fully human, had (or could have had) all these emotions, just like us.

Talk time.

· If Jesus grew angry with the merchants on this occasion, is it ok for us to be angry?

· God is sometimes described as ‘slow to anger’ (e.g. is Psalm 103:8).  We mustn’t get angry about little things, or become angry too quickly.

· Paul warns us in Ephesians 4:26 not to stay angry, but to deal with it.

· Do you think Jesus was angry with the merchants, or with what they were doing?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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