           
…………………………………….

Week 85 – Jesus as Human

Over the next three weeks we are considering Jesus’ humanity.  It is important that the children understand that Jesus experienced life just as we do, with all its ups and downs.  Week 85 covers Jesus being tempted by the devil and His use of the scriptures as a defence.  Jesus compassion is highlighted in Week 86 at the wedding in Cana, and finally in week 87, His emotional side is seen as He clears the temple of money-changers and merchants.

1.The Temptation of Jesus [Matthew 4:1-11 and

   Luke 4:1-13]

Application: 
Being tempted isn’t wrong, it’s when we give in to temptation that we sin.


Series Memory Verse:
Discoverers 2   

‘Jesus made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.’  Philippians 2:7

Discoverers 3  

‘Jesus, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.’  Philippians 2:6-7
This memory verse reminds us that Jesus as well as being God, also became human, and shared the same kinds of experiences that we face.
Preparation

Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit.  He was led by the Spirit into the desert where the devil tempted Him.  

For 40 days Jesus ate nothing and He was very hungry.  The devil said to Him “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  

Jesus answered him, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God’”

The devil led Jesus to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple.  He said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here.  For it is written: ‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard You carefully; they will lift You up in their hands, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord Your God to the test.’” 

The devil led Jesus up to a high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world.  He said to Him, “All this I will give to You if You will bow down and worship me.”

Jesus answered, “Away from me Satan, for it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”

When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left Him alone for a while and angels came and looked after Jesus.

Each of the temptations was an easy way out of a difficult situation and must have seemed attractive to Jesus at the time. But Jesus chose the right way rather than the easy way.

Learning Points 

· The devil tempted Jesus three times.  Each time Jesus used the scripture to reply to him, and resisted the temptation.

· It is not wrong to be tempted; we sin when we GIVE IN to temptation.

· Jesus chose the right way rather than the easy way.

Discoverers 1

Jesus went to the desert where the devil tried to make Him sin (do wrong things).  Jesus hadn’t eaten any food for 40 days and was very hungry.  The devil knew Jesus was God’s son, but tried to make Him prove it by turning a stone into bread to eat.  Jesus knew it would be wrong to give in to the devil so He used the Bible to answer him.  He told the devil that the Bible says it is more important to follow God’s word than to eat.

Next the devil took Jesus to the roof of the temple and dared Him to jump off.  If Jesus really was God’s son then angels would come and save Him.  Once again Jesus used the Bible to answer him, telling him that it is wrong to play dare with God.  

Lastly the devil took Jesus to a really high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world.  Ho told Him that if He worshipped him, all the kingdoms would belong to Him.  Jesus told the devil the first of the 10 commandments, that we should only worship God, not anything or anybody else.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Emphasise the application and that often we are tempted to choose the easy, rather than the right way, as we live our lives.  Encourage the children to imagine how Jesus must have felt in each situation, and consider what they would have done if this had happened to them.

Activity.

Using DWK 85:2, make the Temptation Wheels.  Use these to teach this weeks memory verse.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit  

Use the quotations (DWK 85:3) to help you tell the story.  Make sure that the children understand the application.  Also highlight the fact that the devil misquoted the Bible.  It is important that we read God’s word carefully.

Activity

When Jesus was tempted by the devil He used the Bible in His defence.  Using DWK 85:4, the children can make the temptation mobiles, finding their own Bible quotes to defend temptations that they may encounter.

Talk time.

· If we happen to give in to temptation what should we do?  (Repent – say sorry to God, and try hard not to fall into the same trap again.  We may also have to put right the situation as well by saying sorry to people we’ve upset etc.)

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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