           
…………………………………….

Week 84 – The Prophesy Fulfilled

4.
John the Baptist and Jesus Baptism [Matthew 3:1-17 and Luke 3:1-22]

Application : 
We can tell people about Jesus, but it is God that changes hearts.

Series Memory Verse:  “The virgin will be with child and will give

 birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”  

 Isaiah 7:14
Preparation

John the Baptist was now grown up.  He wore clothes made of camel hair and a leather belt.  He ate locusts and wild honey.  

While he was in the desert, the Word of God came to him and he began preaching to the people that they should be sorry for their sins and repent (change the way they live), because the Kingdom of Heaven (God’s rule) was near.

He told them that he was the person that the prophet Isaiah had spoken about long ago when he wrote,


“A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight paths for Him.’”

People went out to John from Jerusalem, Judea and the region of the Jordan.  They confessed their sins and were baptised in the river Jordan.

John warned the hypocritical Pharisees and Sadducees (Jewish sects) that being descended from Abraham would not get them into Heaven; they had to change their hearts and repent.  He told the tax collectors to be honest and not steal money from others, and the crowd to share their possessions with those who were needy.

The people wondered whether John was the promised saviour, spoken about in the Old testament, so he explained to them,

“I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and He will clear His threshing floor, gathering His wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Jesus came from Galilee to be baptised by John.  John tried to stop him, saying to Jesus, 

“I need to be baptised by you and do you come to me?”  

Jesus answered, 

“Let it be so for now, it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” 

(Jesus baptism showed that He was consecrated and approved by God.  It was also an example to His followers of His willingness to identify Himself with us.  It marked the beginning of His ministry.)

As soon as Jesus came up out of the water, Heaven was opened and the Spirit of God descended on Him like a dove.  A voice from Heaven said, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”

Learning Points 

· John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus as was prophesied in Isaiah.

· John baptised the people to demonstrate their repentance from sin.

· Jesus was baptised by John, even though He had never sinned.  The Holy Spirit descended on Him and God spoke.

· We can tell people about Jesus, as John did, but only God can change lives, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Discoverers 1

John the Baptist told all the people that Jesus would soon be coming and that they must be sorry for their sins.  The people were sorry and John baptised them in the River Jordan.  John also baptised Jesus, even though Jesus had never sinned.  Jesus’ Father, God spoke from heaven, telling Jesus that He loved Him.  The Holy Spirit landed on Jesus like a dove.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Have some very easy words and some difficult words written on card.  See which of them the children can read.  Explain that we need to learn how to read simple words first before we can understand more complex words.  John the Baptist was helping people to understand about repentance (being sorry for our sin and deciding to live God’s way), before they met Jesus.  Help the children understand that John the Baptist could only prepare people for Jesus, it is God that changes hearts.

Activity.

Sow the seeds DWK 84:1 to show that our job is to sow seeds for God (ie tell others about Jesus), but God makes them grow.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit  

The children could act out this story, if you have the appropriate props ready.  Involve the children in the story by asking questions about what was happening, perhaps incorporating the talk time as well.

Activity

Make the ‘Straight Paths’ biscuits. (DWK 84:2)

Talk time.

· Were the people that John baptised Christians? (No, because they hadn’t met Jesus and so hadn’t given their lives to Him)

· Why did John baptise people? (To demonstrate the need for repentance – a preparation for a new life in Christ)

· Why was Jesus baptised when He hadn’t sinned? (As an example; to show the people He was loved by God; to identify Himself with us; to mark the beginning of His ministry; so that people would see the Holy Spirit descend on Him)

· Why are we baptised? (To mark the beginning of our new life in Christ)

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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