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Week 83 – The boy Jesus in the Temple [Luke 2:41-52]

Application: 
God’s work must come first.

Series Memory Verse:  “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”  Isaiah 7:14

Preparation

Jesus was twelve years old, and living with His parents, Mary and Joseph, in the town of Nazareth.  Nazareth was in the north of the country in an area called Galilee.

Every year, it was the custom of Jews to go on a journey from their homes to Jerusalem, to visit the Temple there.  Mary, Joseph and Jesus went each year to celebrate the Passover festival.  But Jerusalem was in the south of the country, in Judea, and it was a long journey to make on foot.  In order to make the journey more fun, and also to be safer in hills where there were wild animals and robbers, they used to travel in a big group with their friends and relatives.

This year’s trip went as usual, until the time came to go home.  The group set off as planned and travelled for a whole day northwards again.  At the end of the day Mary and Joseph searched for Jesus, who they thought was travelling with someone else.  They were very worried when they did not find Him, and so set off back to the city to look for Him.

They searched for three days in the crowed streets; imagine how upset they must have been during this time.

Eventually they discovered Him in the Temple.  He was talking to the teachers there.  People who listened were amazed at His questions and the answers He gave.

His mother said to Him “Son, why have You done this to us?  Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”

He replied “Why did you seek me?  Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” (This last phrase can also be translated ‘...in My Father’s house’).

This reply puzzled His parents.  But He went back home to Nazareth with them, and always did as they told Him.

Learning Points 

· Joseph, Mary and Jesus obeyed God’s law by worshipping in the Temple.  Jesus knew even at this young age that he had a duty to perform.  

· The teachers and priests at the Temple were amazed by Jesus.

· Like all parents Mary and Joseph were very worried about their child, and Mary scolded Jesus when she found Him.  

· His answer puzzled her.  He was not being rude, and it is clear He always did as He was told.

Discoverers 1

Jewish people used to travel to the Temple in Jerusalem to celebrate festivals.  Mary, Joseph and Jesus used to do this too.  They went in a big group with their friends and relatives.  When Jesus was twelve they went to Jerusalem as normal, but when it was time to come home Jesus stayed in the city by Himself.  His parents did not notice He was gone for a whole day, because they were in a big group.  They were very worried when they noticed and hurried back.  For three days they searched the city, until they found Him in the Temple.  They were amazed to find Him sitting with the teachers and priest.  The teachers and priests were amazed at the things He said.  When Mary asked Him why He had worried them, he answered “Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

This can be quite a confusing story for children.  Jesus, on the face of it, would seem to be causing His parents unnecessary suffering.  Mary was upset when she found Jesus was missing.  Remember what Simeon told her; that she would be sad because of the work the Jesus had to do.  Use the flannel-board to show the busy Temple and crowded streets of Jerusalem.

Activity.

Hidden around the room are a number of cards (at least one per child) – DWK83:1.  They should be quite difficult to find, or the game will be over too quickly.  The first part of the activity is to search for these cards (reminding us of Mary and Joseph search for Jesus).  Once all the children have found a card, the second part of the activity can begin.  On each card the children can draw a picture of a job they can do for God (reminding us that Jesus was doing His father’s work).  If you have time, children can do more than one card, and these can be displayed on the wall, or used to make little booklets the children can take home.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

See the comments given above.  

Activity.

Quiz in the Temple

DWK83:2 gives questions for a quick fire bible quiz based on the TV gameshow ‘Blockbuster’.  If there are enough children they could be divided into two or more teams.  Each child/tem gets a go in turn.  A correct answer gets a sweet (and a point for the team).

“The teachers and priests in the Temple were amazed at the answers Jesus gave to their questions.  Let’s see how you do!”

Talk time.

· Have a vote:  “Who thinks Jesus did the right thing staying behind at the Temple when He knew His parents must be worried about Him?”

· Sometimes we must choose between what our parents, teachers and governments want, and what God wants.

· Jesus obeyed God, who said in His commandment ‘Honour your father and your mother’.  Who was Jesus’ father?

· How do we honour our parents?

· What work is the most important for all of us?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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