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Week 82 – The Prophesy Fulfilled

2. The Birth of Jesus [Luke 2:1-40]

Application: 
God keeps His promises to all of us.
Series Memory Verse:  ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.’  Isaiah 7:14

Preparation

Augustus, who was the Emperor of Rome, wanted to know who lived in his vast empire, so he ordered a census of all the peoples.  Each man, with his family, had to return to his home town so he could be counted.  Now Joseph, who was engaged to be married to Mary, lived in Nazareth, but his family came from a small town near Jerusalem called Bethlehem.
Mary was pregnant when they travelled, and when they arrived the inn was already full.  So Jesus was born in a stable and slept in a manger (an animal’s feeding trough).
Now that night, around the town, shepherds were watching over their animals.  Then suddenly an angel appeared and told them the great news that the saviour had been born.  The shepherds rushed down to the town and found Jesus, as the angel had described, and they praised God.

Now not long after, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple.  They named Him Jesus, just as Gabriel had instructed them.

Now in the Temple was a man named Simeon.  He was waiting for God to send a saviour to His people.  God had told him that he would not die until he had done so.  When Jesus was brought in, he held Him and realised that his waiting was over.  He declared to everyone in the Temple that God had sent someone to save Israel.  He also spoke to Mary, warning her that see would suffer great sadness because of what Jesus had to do.
Joseph, Mary and Jesus eventually returned home to Nazareth, where Jesus grew up.

Note:  Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus does not include the visit of the Magi, the flight to Egypt or the massacre of the innocents.  These are only found in Matthew Chapter 2.  They have been omitted from this lesson because the location and timing of the visit is uncertain and therefore make a cohesive narrative difficult, and this is not a Christmas story, but the story of the birth of the Saviour.
Learning Points 

· Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem where Jesus was born.  The prophets had said this is where the Messiah would come from (Micah 5:2).  
· Jesus did not arrive like a king, but was born in a stable because the inn was full.  Despite this, he was descended from King David, just as the prophets foretold (Isaiah 9:7).  
· The angels announced his coming to the whole world.  
· Simeon knew that the Saviour had come and he praised God.  
· Mary was warned that she would be sad because of the role Jesus had to fulfil.
Discoverers 1

Mary was going to have a baby, but she and Joseph had to travel a long way to a town called Bethlehem.  This was Joseph’s home town, and he had to go there because the Romans wanted to count all their people.  When the got there the town was full and there was no room at the inn.  Jesus was born in a stable and slept in an animals feeding box.  When he was born an angel went to shepherds who were watching their sheep.  He told them that a child was born who would save them all.  The shepherds rushed down to the town and found the child.  When Jesus was eight days old Mary and Joseph took him to the Temple to be named.  When they were there a man named Simeon came and spoke to them.  Simeon loved God, and God had told him that he would not die until he had seen the Saviour.  He now realised that God had kept his promise, because the baby Jesus was the Saviour.
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

This is the best known of all bible stories, but the children will not be used to hearing it at this time of the year.  Concentrate on the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophesies, and on Simeon’s prophesies, rather than the more usual ‘Christmas’ elements.  Hillside and Temple scenes can be used from the flannel-board resources.
Activity.

Photocopy DWK82:1 onto thin card.  Colour and cut as described.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit
Continue with the ‘play’ started last week using the nativity costumes.  Concentrate on the birth of Jesus as fulfilling prophesies, and the encounter with Simeon.
Activity

The Prophesy Puzzle
God gave the Jews clues about what He was going to do.  These clues were called prophesies.  He gave them many clues about the coming of the Messiah, but even so, they didn’t get quite what they expected.  This game illustrates this point.

Tell the children:

· They are searching for a prize (but not what the prize is).

· Around the room there are clues about the prize.

· In order to find the prize they will have to find the prize and work out the clues.

They will have to work together if they are to work out all the clues, but don’t tell them this.

The clues (DWK82:2) give the impression that the prize is made of wood; in fact it is made of chocolate!

Talk time.

· What did we learn about the Messiah last year?
· What do you think the Jews had in mind when they pictured the coming of this new king?

· When God answers our prayers, what should we expect?
Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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