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Week 81 – The Prophesy Fulfilled

1. Mary & Elizabeth [Luke 1:5-80]

Application: 
Do not doubt God, all things are possible for Him.

Series Memory Verse:  ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.’  Isaiah 7:14

This memory verse reminds us of the expectation of the coming of the Messiah in the Old Testament.  Immanuel means ‘God with us’, a name only truly fulfilled by Jesus.  This verse covers weeks 81 to 83.

Preparation

Background

Many years passed since the end of the Old Testament books.  The Persian Empire was swept away by Alexander the Great and Israel fell under the sway of his successors.  Two rival Greek dynasties competed for control of the area; the Ptolomies based in Egypt (who generally got on well with their Jewish subjects, many Jews moved to their capital of Alexandria and the Old Testament was translated into Greek) and the Selukids of Syria and Mesopotamia (who tried to set up pagan statues in the Temple and were at war with the Jews).  Both Greek kingdoms eventually fell under Roman rule.  The Romans often ruled through local kings rather than directly.  Such was the case in Judea, where they allowed Herod some measure of authority.

The Story

Living in Jerusalem was one of God’s priests, a man named Zechariah (or Zacharias).  He was married to Elizabeth.  They were good people who loved God, but they had no child and since they were getting old they had given up hope of one.

One day, as Zechariah was serving in the Temple, he was visited by the angel Gabriel, who told him not to be afraid and that his wife would have a son whom they should name John.  John would be a great prophet.  But Zechariah did not believe Gabriel, and demanded a sign, so the angel told him that he would not be able to speak until these things had happened.

Shortly afterwards, Elizabeth discovered that she was going to have a baby.

Six months later, far from Jerusalem in the north of the country, in a town called Nazareth, Gabriel appeared to a young woman named Mary.  She was engaged to a man named Joseph.  The angel told her that she too would have a baby, a boy called Jesus.  He also told her that her cousin, Elizabeth, was also pregnant.

Mary then travelled to see her cousin, and when they met Elizabeth’s baby jumped inside her; because he knew Jesus even before he was born.  They stayed together for three months.

Just as Gabriel had foretold, Elizabeth gave birth to a son.  When he was eight days old he was taken to be named.  Because his father could not speak, they were going to name him Zechariah as well, but Elizabeth stopped them, and told them to name him John.  When they asked his father, he wrote on wax tablet ‘His name is John’.  Immediately Zechariah was able to speak again.

All those who heard about these things wondered what John would do when he grew up, because they knew God had plans for him.

Learning Points 

The time for God to fulfil His greatest promise had come.  He sent an angel to people to tell them of what would happen, and of the miracles that would be a sign that He was working in their lives.  Even though he was a good man, Zechariah doubted the angel and so was made to wait in silence until God had fulfilled His promise.  Mary accepted the angel’s explanation of how she would become pregnant, and wholeheartedly embraced her role in God’s plan.

Discoverers 1

Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were good people.  They loved God and he worked as a priest at the Temple.  However, they were sad that they had no children.  They often prayed that God would give them a child, but now they were quite old and had all but given up hope.  Then one day, an angel came to Zechariah and told him the Elizabeth would have a baby, and his name would be John.  Zechariah did not believe the angel, so the angel told him he could not speak until everything he had said had happened.  Zechariah could not speak, but shortly after Elizabeth found that she was going to have a baby.  The angel also appeared to Elizabeth’s cousin, a young woman named Mary.  He told her that she would have a baby called Jesus.  Mary was not married to Joseph yet, so she asked the angel who the baby’s father would be.  The angel said that God would be the baby’s father, and that her cousin Elizabeth was also going to have a child.  Mary went to visit Elizabeth.  When they met, Elizabeth’s baby jumped for joy.  Later Elizabeth’s baby was born, and he was taken to the Temple to be named.  As his father could not speak, they were going to name the child Zechariah after him, but Elizabeth said ‘No, his name is John’.  They asked his father, who wrote ‘His name is John’.  As soon as he had done this, he could speak again.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using the angel (DWK81:1) where Gabriel speaks to Zechariah and Mary.

Activity.

Wax writing tablets.  

Use an A5 piece of thick card or cardboard as a base.  Onto this stick another A5 piece of card with the centre cut out, so it forms a frame.  Write the memory verse on, and/or otherwise decorate, this frame.  In the centre of the frame, roll out some modelling clay.  Use a lollipop stick as a stylus for the children to write on the tablet. They could write ‘His name is John’, but of course the tablet can be re-used.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit

Using the nativity play costumes, dress one of the children as the angel Gabriel, another as Zechariah and a third as Mary.  They can help to act out the story as it is told.

Activity

Make the ‘Talking Heads’ in DWK81:2 to remind the children of this story’s application.  Photocopy the templates onto white card, make Gabriel’s halo from silver or gold card, and construct as in the examples.  The two faces, of Zechariah and Gabriel, are stapled to either side of a dowel. 

Talk time.

· When we know God wants us to do something do we react like Zechariah (with doubt) or like Mary (with acceptance and gratitude)?

· Mary was probably very young, perhaps as young as 14, when this happened.  Zechariah and Elizabeth were both old.  Whatever our age, God has plans for our lives.

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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