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Week 80 – Why are we waiting?

Application : 
God’s plans for our lives are part of a much bigger story.

Series Memory Verse:  ‘What I have said, I will bring about.  What I have planned, I will do’.  Isaiah 46:11

Preparation

This lesson is the last in the Old Testament.  Rather than focus on a single story, as have the other lessons, we will use this time to review a lot of what we have already covered over the past two years.

This review will cover two main themes:

· God’s relationship with us; the creation, sin, the law and (future) redemption.

· God’s chosen people; their origins, their history, and most importantly (looking forward to the New Testament) their wait for a new King.

The purpose of this review session is to remind the children of where we have got to, but more importantly, so they can understand where we are going.  It will help them see the Bible as one long story with a consistent message.  Also we are trying to make them understand what the Jews thought was going to happen, and why they had such a sense of anticipation.

Theme 1

Creation

· Who created the world?

· Who created the first people?

· What were they called?

· Where did these people live?

· Why did they have to leave?

Creation (Week 1) and The Fall (Week 2).

Sin

· What is Sin?

The Flood (Week 3)

The Law

· How did God tell his people how He wanted them to live?

· What sort of Laws did He give?

· Were the people good at obeying God’s laws?

The Covenant and Ten Commandments (Weeks 21 and 22).

Redemption

· Why couldn’t the people obey God’s laws?

· Why couldn’t God accept this situation? 

· How would he get His people back?

Hosea (Week 66)

Theme 2

God’s Chosen People

· Who were God’s chosen people?

· Where did they come from?

· Where did they live?

Abraham (Weeks 4 to 7), Isaac (Week 8) and Jacob (Weeks 9 and 10).

Their History

· Why did they leave Caanan?

Joseph (Weeks 11 to 13)

· What happened to them in Egypt?

Moses (weeks 15 and 16)

· How did they escape?

Moses (Weeks 17 to 23)

· How did they get back to the promised land? 

Rahab (Weeks 24 and 25).

· Who led them?

Joshua (Weeks 26 and 27), Gideon (Weeks 28 and 29), Samson (Weeks 30 and  31) and Samuel (Weeks 34 and 35).

· Who where their kings, and what were they like?

Saul (Weeks 37 and 38), David (Weeks 39 to 45), Solomon (Weeks 46 to 48), Ahab (Week 55), Jehu (Week 61), Joash (Week 62), Manasseh (Week 67) and Josiah (Week 68). 

· Why did the kingdoms fall?

Hosea (Weeks 65 and 66) 

· What happened in the exile?

Daniel and Esther (Weeks 70 to 76)

· What did they do when they came back?

Ezra and Nehemiah (Weeks 77 to 79)

A King

· What were they waiting for?

Fall of Jerusalem (Week 69) – one of God’s promises, for a King of David’s line who will rule forever, has not yet been fulfilled.

In our last story (Week 79) we left Nehemiah ruling Judea as governor for the Persian King.  In order to complete the picture, we need to tell the children that the Persian Empire was eventually conquered by the Greeks led by Alexander the Great.  When he died, his generals carved up his empire (which included Judea) and became kings.  These kingdoms were eventually all conquered by the Romans (though they often left local kings to rule as well, e.g. Herod).  Remind the children of Daniel’s dream (Week 71).

Learning Points 

· The Bible is one story told in many books.

· It is the story of God, and His love for His people over thousands of years.

· We have come to the end of the first part of this story.

· At the end of this part of the story we are left waiting; for a King and for God to redeem his people.

Discoverers 1

The bible has many stories in it, but it is also one big story.  It is the story of how God made the world, and people, and how these people sinned and so spoilt the perfect place he made.  It then tells us above how God taught people how to live by giving them some laws.  But the people weren’t very good at following these laws and God had to keep reminding them of what they should be doing.  God also made some promises to His people, and the Bible is the story of how He keeps His promises.  He made one very special promise.  He promised to send them a king, who would rule forever and who would be able to put right the things that went wrong when people first sinned.  We have reached the part of the Bible where God’s people are waiting impatiently for their new king, but he hasn’t arrived yet.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Tell the Old Testament story in a very abridged form.  Don’t try to cover everything, instead, using the questions above, get the children to help you.  Use the previous aids around the room (e.g. maps, family trees, timelines etc.).  Remind the children of their crafts and memory verses as you go.  Keep the pace fast and fun.  Bring the story to an end with the Jews waiting patiently for God to send a king.

Activity.

Complete the ‘Old Testament Story’ picture in DWK80:1.  Each child selects his or her favourite character to draw a picture of.  These are then stuck onto a larger sheet, bringing the whole story together.  You may have to guide the children in their choices, to get a good spread.  The following are some possible suggestions:

Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Rachel, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, Esther and Nehemiah.

When finished, this can be put on the wall to serve as a reminder next year.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit & Activity

This will take up most of today’s lesson, so keep the children involved in the telling of the story.  Before you start, have the children find the OT character pictures hidden in the room.  Start when they are all found.  Use these as props for the story.  Using the questions above, get the children to tell you the story of the Old Testament, prompting as required to make sure the right points are covered.  (Make sure to reward good answers, and have special prizes for very good ones). Keep the pace fast and the session fun.  Use the previous aids around the room (e.g. maps, family trees, timelines etc.) to help you along.  Remind the children of their crafts and memory verses as you go.

Stick the character pictures up on a simple timeline to serve as a visual reminder.

Most importantly, get the children to the point where they can answer the main question – What are we waiting for?  Try to build the sense of anticipation that the Jews felt looking forward to the coming of the Messiah.

Talk time.

· Why was the coming of the Messiah so important to the Jews?

· What do you think the Jews expected the Messiah to be like?

· What do we expect from the Messiah?

· How are our lives part of this story?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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