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Week 74 – Daniel shows his love for God (the lions’ den). 



 [Daniel 6: 1-28]

Application: To teach that God accepts no compromise with our faith (our relationship with Him).

Memory Verse: Deut. 6: 5.  ‘Love the Lord your god with all your heart, all your soul & all your strength.’
Preparation

In this passage, Daniel is now a man of 80 years of age. The new ruler in Babylon is the Mede, Darius. He appoints 120 governors to rule throughout the empire & above them 3 supervisors, one of which is Daniel who is thus placed in a position of prominence to look after the king’s interests. Daniel is doing his job so well that Darius plans to make him a sort of Prime Minister, in charge of the whole kingdom. The other governors, when they hear this, become jealous. They also know that a man of Daniel’s integrity would crack down on corrupt practices and are afraid for themselves.

They want to get rid of him and see if they can discredit him & bring some fault in Daniel to the king’s attention. They can find none, except that Daniel’s loyalty to his God comes before any other consideration of duty towards the king. So they decide to device a plot against Daniel, by asking the kind to pass a new law. Anybody found worshipping any man or god other than Darius himself, during the following 30 days, should be thrown into the Lions’ Den, as a punishment for disobedience to the king’s law. They trick the king into putting the law in writing so that it would be official & beyond alteration.

Hunting lions was in those days a royal sport. The lions that were caught alive were put in a pen or den, which was a circular enclosure with an open top, around which, was a spectator gallery. There was a side entrance which was sealed (verse 17), and people would be dropped from the top.

When Daniel hear of the new law, he does not alter his habit of worshipping God. Every day he goes to his upstairs room, which has windows opening towards Jerusalem, goes down on his knees and prays to God, 3 times/day.

The nasty advisors, who have been spying on him, find Daniel in the middle of his daily worship; he is caught in the very act of disobedience to the king. They immediatly go & report him to the king. But Daniel is a favourite with the king because he is such a good servant. The king is loath to throw him to the lions. On the other hand he can’t cancel the law, which according to the custom of the country could not be changed once made. The king is in a quandary. In the end, he has no alternative but to have Daniel thrown to the lions. He tells Daniel: “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you” (Daniel 6: 16). A big stone is rolled over the entrance of the den and the king seals it himself, to indicate that Daniel’s situation is final.

The king has been tricked into doing something against his will and is so troubled that night that he cannot sleep. At first light of dawn, he hurries to the den in anguish, to discover what has become of Daniel. But to his utter amazement, Daniel is still alive and reveals to him that God has, during the night, sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths. They have not hurt him. He has been spared, because in God’s eyes, he is innocent of any wrongdoing.

The king is overjoyed & gives orders that Daniel should be set free. Instead, those who have plotted against him take his place in the lions’ den. Before they even reach the floor of the den, the lions crush them to death. The king issues a new decree, ordering that the God of Daniel should be revered & feared by all in his kingdom, because he is a mighty powerful god, who has saved Daniel from the lions.

Learning Points

· Despite the threat to his life, Daniel did not compromise his faith and remains true to God. He continued to be loyal & worship god above all else.

· His love for God was greater that his love for his own life.

· He showed courage by trusting in God.

· God honoured him by saving him from the lions, thus causing the king to acknowledge God’s power above all elses.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.



Please feel free to use the Flannel Board to illustrate the story, throughout the Daniel’s series. Ask Tim or Sam for the relevant pieces and manual.

Activity.



Lion’s mask.  DWK 74:2


Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Daniel praying.  DWK 74:3

Talk time.

· How would you feel in a situation where your relationship with God was undermined? Think of the different ways Daniel could have dealt with the situation. 

· Obey the law, disobey the law & pray publicly, disobey the law & pray privately, hoping that no one would know). List the advantages and disadvantages of each. Which would you chose and why?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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