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Week 73 – Daniel shows courage (the writing on the wall). 



    God’s Judgement [Daniel 5]

Application: To teach that we must be bold for God and that no one is above God’s justice.

Memory Verse: Mat 25: 13.  ‘Keep watch because you don’t know the day or the hour’.
Preparation

After the death of king Neb. His son Belshazzar succeeded him on the throne. He did not know Daniel and how well the latter had helped his father in interpreting his dreams.

Daniel who was still serving at the Babylonian court was a more mature man now.

Babylon was at the time the richest city in the world. It had many beautiful buildings & was famous for it’s hanging gardens. It had 50 temples dedicated to pagan gods. Today, if the city were still in existence, it would be situated in modern Iraq, but is now only a bare mound. Nothing is left of its former glory.

In today’s story, Belshazzar who had recently been made king, gave a great banquet for about 1000 of his nobles. He ordered for the cups & dishes taken from the Temple of God in Jerusalem by his father (see Daniel 1) to be used and with these very cups & goblets, they toasted their pagan gods during the banquet. 

As they were doing this, all of a sudden, the fingers of a human hand appeared on the wall of the banqueting hall and started to write some words. The king, when he was this supernatural occurrence, became very pale and shaky. He was terrified. He called all his wise men to try and interpret for him the writing on the wall, promising a great reward to any one who could accomplish it. That person would be made the 3rd highest ruler in the kingdom. The wise men all wanted a go, but none could decipher the meaning of the words.

At that point the Queen Mother, who remembered Daniel & his godly gift for interpretation, suggested to her son that he be brought in to read the words. She assured him that his father had had great confidence in Daniel’s ability & that he was the man for the task.

When Daniel was brought in, the king explained was expected of him, confirming that ht e reward promised would be his if he succeeded in solving the riddle.

Daniel answered that he was ready to accept the challenge, even without a reward.

Daniel gave him this explanation: His father Neb. had been a great king, ruling over many nations and people. If Babylon had become in his days the most prosperous and influential place on Earth, it had been because had allowed it. The power to rule and subdue nations & people had been given by God. But his father, in his pride, had assumed that this power came from himself. This had brought about his downfall (see Daniel 4). God took away from him anything that he had ever possessed.

Now as far as the son was concerned, in the eyes of God, he was guilty of the same sin, for although he knew his father’s fate, he had not humbled himself.

He had committed a great crime by suing the vessels consecrated for the service of God in the Temple, to toast pagan gods. They should have never been put to such a vile use. He had thus dishonoured God who had his very life into His hands.

Therefore, God had sent His judgement against the king, in the form of a hand writing the following sentence, in Hebrew words:



MENE
=
NUMBERED (God has numbered the days of your reign & brought them to an end).



TEKEL
=
WEIGHED (You have been weighed in the scales of God’s justice & found wanting).



PARSIN
=
DIVIDED (Your kingdom will be divided up & given to your enemies).

When he heard this interpretation, Belshazzar accepted that it constituted God’s judgement against him and his actions. In accordance with his promise, he rewarded Daniel and made him 3rd ruler in the kingdom. But that very might, God’s sentence on the king was carried out. The king was slain & Darius the Mede took over.

Learning Points

· Daniel did not shrink from his mission, although it could get him into deep trouble. He spoke boldly as God’s mouthpiece, because his duty was with God first & foremost.

· God demonstrated that no matter the extent of one’s power on Earth, no one is above His justice.

· Complacency & self-satisfaction life don’t amount to anything, compared with god’s expectation of us.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.



Please feel free to use the Flannel Board to illustrate the story, throughout the Daniel’s series. Ask Tim or Sam for the relevant pieces and manual.

Activity.



Wax tablet with ‘writing’.  DWK 73:2


Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Mini Story Mural.  DWK 73:3

Talk time.

· Do you think that fair justice means punishing those who do wrong & rewarding those who do right? Is this God’s justice?

· How can we says that the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ enabled God to effect ‘unfair’ justice?

· Comment on: “for they are all sinners and have fallen short of the glory of God”, Roms. 3: 23.

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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