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Week 72 – Daniel & friends show obedience to God. 



    God saves from fiery furnace. [Daniel 3:1-30]

Application: To teach that God is in control of lives. We must trust in     Him, in difficult times.

Memory Verse: Heb. 13: 6.  ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid’.
Preparation

It was customary for Babylonian kings to erect statues of themselves. By the time this story happened, king Neb. had forgotten about God who he had never recognised as the only God anyway. (see previous lesson). He had a statue of an idol built. It was about 27m high by 2.7m wide (90’ x 9’), made of gold and erected in the plain of Dura (location unknown). When the statue was finished, he summoned all the court officials to the dedication of the statue (big ceremony). At the dedication, the people assembled before the statue were commanded that at a given signal they must fall down (prostrate tem selves) and worship the statue. Whoever did not observe the command would be thrown into blazing furnace (probably big kiln or oven used to fire bricks)

Some of the king’s officials, who were jails, took advantage of the situation to make trouble for Daniel and his friends, Sadrach, Meshach and Abdnego). They went to report them to the king as breaking the king’s command & argued with the king that although they had been given high positions, they did not serve him properly because they refuse to worship the golden statue. As Jews the 3 young men had a duty to worship & serve God first (remind the children of 2nd commandment, Deut 5: 7, ‘You shall serve on other God before me’).

Neb. was furious when he heard this and ordered to have them brought to him. If they still persisted in not obeying his command, they would be thrown into the furnace. Then what would their God do to rescue them?

The 3 friends told the king that they didn’t doubt for one minute that God would save them form death, but even if he chose not to rescue them, they would still refuse to worship false gods and idols. They were aware that God does not promise to always grant a favourable outcome when we stand up for him, but that should not prevent us from being obedient.

Neb. was enraged by this answer & ordered that the furnace be heated 7times hotter than usual. The 3 men were bound together and thrown fully dressed into the furnace. The furnace was so hot that the soldiers, who threw tem in, were themselves burnt to death by the intense heat. The 3, firmly tied, fell in, but to his amazement, the king who was watching the execution, noticed that not only were they still alive & walking inside the furnace, unbound & unharmed, but that a fourth person was present at their side. |He said “the fourth looks like a son of gods” (Daniel 3: 25). And thus he acknowledged that it was a supernatural being (angel?) sent by God to save them (pre-figuration of Christ). The king immediately ordered the 3 men to come out. When they did all present, witnessed that they were completely unharmed, their clothes not even scorched and their hair not even singed.

Neb. had to admit that God was supreme. He had honoured the men’s faith and obedience by saving them from death. In consequence, he issued an edit that everyone in his kingdom was to should respect to the God of M, S, & A; because no god was more powerful.

Learning Points

· Miracles are not just supernatural works, they are signs of God’s power & purpose.

· This miracle demonstrate that God his sovereign anywhere, anytime and in any circumstances.

· If we honour God, he will honour us. They were steadfast in their faith. It brought the respect of pagan king for their God.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.


Please feel free to use the Flannel Board to illustrate the story, throughout the Daniel’s series. Ask Tim or Sam for the relevant pieces and manual.


Activity.



Fiery Furnace (with Jesus).  DWK 72:2


Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Fiery Furnace puppets & streamer.  DWK 72:3

Talk time.

· Point out that, although the situation looked bad, God was there to help. Sometime things can be pretty tough for children too. Ask them to give some examples (hard time at school, friends turn against them, parents are displeased with them, etc…). Remind them that no matter how hard life gets, God is always there. He sent Jesus to be our best friend and we can confide in him and pray that he will help us bear our lot

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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