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Week 71 – God gives wisdom to Daniel (dream explained).



    God saves from execution. [Daniel 2:1 - 49]

Application: To teach that God is in control of events.

Memory Verse: Acts 5: 29.  ‘We must obey God, not men’.
Preparation

Daniel and his friends had just graduated from their training into the service of the king Nebuchadnezzar as councillors, wen they were faced with a new challenge. During the 2nd year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar started to have disturbing dreams. He called his wise men to tell him the meaning of these dreams. The request of the king was unreasonable because the punishment if they failed was very cruel  ( to be cut into pieces and their houses and people destroyed). However, if they succeeded, the reward would be magnificent, albeit vague, (gifts & great honours). The wise men urged the king to tell his dream & they would endeavour to interpret it. The king was suspicious of their honesty, so to test them, commanded that they should tell him first what the dream was so that later he could trust their explanation of it. The fortune- tellers were appalled by this condition. They declared that no one could guess a dream. It was a task to difficult for nay man, only the gods could do it!

The king became angry at their reaction and ordered that all his councillors be put to death, and this included Daniel & his friends.

When Daniel found out what their fate was, he asked a guard permission to see the king and the chance to interpret the dream. He asked his friends to pray that God would give him wisdom and insight. During the night, Daniel had a vision from God, revealing the dream and its meaning.

Next Daniel was brought to the king, he was careful to tell him that God had instructed him. He did not claim honour for himself but rightly gave it to God.

He told the king that his dream was a vision about the future.

The statue of a huge colossus made of different substances and vulnerable at his feet.

The giant is pulverised by a stone, not hewn by human hands, which grow to become a mountain even larger than the statue itself.

The head of gold is Babylon (mighty Empire).

The other parts of the body represent the other kingdoms, which would come after Babylon and take over from it.

The last Empire, strong as iron, will break and smash all the others, but it will be a divided kingdom because made of iron/clay (strong/brittle at the same time).

Then, God will establish a fifth kingdom (mountain not made by human hands) which will never be destroyed. It will crush all the previous kingdoms and bring them to an end, but itself, will endure forever (Kingdom of Heaven).

Daniel was prophesising the fact that God’s Kingdom is greater than any earthly kingdom; that it will increase & prevail against them.

After, hearing this, the explanation was so compelling, that Nebuchadnezzar Acknowledged that Daniel’s God was greater than any other gods, but not that he was The Only God, and he did not worship Him.

As a result of this interpretation, Daniel and his friends were spared from execution and given high offices.

Learning Points 

· God is in control of worldly events & people’s fate.

· Ultimate triumph of God’s Kingdom.

· Daniel put his faith & trust in God into action (interpret the dream). God honoured him (Daniel & friends placed in position of responsibilities; see Joseph made Prime Minister).

· Daniel’s faith brings pagan king to respect God.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Please feel free to use the Flannel Board to illustrate the story, throughout the Daniel’s series. Ask Tim or Sam for the relevant pieces and manual.


Activity.



Statue picture & rock.  DWK 71:2


Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Advanced statue picture + word search.  DWK 71:3

Talk time.

· Ask children examples of people with responsible positions (Pilot of ship or plane, car driver, teacher, surgeon, train driver, sports instructor, politicians, etc…). What do they have in common? They are in control of something of someone. Discuss the benefits of knowing that someone is in control.

· Remind the children that God knows everything that happen in the world and to people. 

· Talk about the importance of telling Him about what worry them. Ask them what does?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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