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Week 70 – Daniel & friends show respect for God. 



    God saves from defilement. [Daniel 1:1 - 21]

Application: To teach the importance of remaining loyal to God.

Memory Verse: Acts 5: 29.  ‘We must obey God, not men’.
Preparation

Daniel was a Jew of noble descent who was taken captive to Babylon by the Persian King Nebuchadnezzar (see 2 Kings 23: 35 & 24: 1). He was one of a group chosen for special training to be fitted for service in the Babylonian court (Daniel 1: 3–4). He occupied important government positions during the reigns of Nebuchanezzar to Darius the Mede. The first 6 chapters of the Book deal with events over 70 years. During that time Daniel gained a reputation as an interpreter of dreams & visions (draw parallel over role of Daniel & Joseph, at the Egyptian court).

In the 3rd year of Jehoiakim, King of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon besieged Jerusalem and conquered it. Jehoiakim was defeated and the Temple of God, plundered. Valuables were taken away to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar ordered his court official, Ashpenaz, to chose among the Israelites, young men of noble descent, with the necessary mental & physical abilities to be trained in order to enter his service at his palace in Babylon. During a period of 3 years they were taught the Babylonian language & culture so that they could integrate and live like Babylonians.

The story concentrates on 4 of these youths: 



Daniel

= 
God is my judge 



Hananiah
=
The Lord has been gracious



Mishael 
= 
Who is as God



Azariah
= 
The Lord has helped.

The meanings of their manes in Hebrew reflected their relationship with God. These names were changed by their new masters into Persian names, in order to sever their Jewish roots.



Daniel

=
Belteshazzar



Hananiah
=
Shadrach



Mishael
=
Meshach



Azariah
=
Abdnego.

They were given the same food & drinks as the Babylonian. But the Jews observed very strict laws in what they could & couldn’t eat (see Leviticus 11, law on clean & unclean food), even to this day. Some food was deemed fit for human consumption (kosher), some not. Daniel did not want any aspect of his daily life (even as trivial as what he ate & drank) to compromise his relationship with God & go against God’s Law. This, he thought, would pose a threat to his loyalty to God. God was still to be first in his life, even if he had a new earthly master. He told the guard in charge of him that he could not eat that food. The guard replied that he must because it was an order from the King and he, the guard did not want to get into trouble. So Daniel made a bargain with the guard. He asks that he and his friends be brought only vegetable & water for 10 days. At the end of that period, if they did not look the worse on this diet, the guard should let them off. The guard agreed to test them for 10 days. At the end of that time, to the guard’s surprise, they looked even better & healthier than the other youths on the royal diet. So the guards agreed to let them carry on eating only what was acceptable to them.

Only in this matter of the food did they decide not to comply, in all other areas they were model students & even accepted their new names.

To Daniel, God gave a special gift of understanding visions & dreams. At the end of the training period, they were presented to the King, who found them superior to all the other young men & assigned them to his service. He found that their wisdom and understanding were far greater that all his other councillors & wise men. 

Daniel remained in the service of King Nebuchadnezzar during his whole reign.

Learning Points 

· Daniel was reasonable about his request.

· God honoured Daniel’s stand.

· Anything that undermines our relationship with God (however innocent in appearance) must be denied.

· We must always put God first & show him respect, in all that we do.

Discoverers 1

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Please feel free to use the Flannel Board to illustrate the story, throughout the Daniel’s series. Ask Tim or Sam for the relevant pieces and manual.


Activity.



Food picture.  DWK 70:2


Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Daniel figure & banner + Crossword.  DWK 70:3

Talk time.

· Discuss friendship with the children. What sort of things do they do with their friends? Is it good to do things together? Do they want to please them? How do they feel when their friends do things they don’t agree with? The 4 young men in the story were asked to do something that would get in the way of their friendship with God.

· How did Daniel speak to the guard? Was he angry, did he create a fuss? Did he sit & refuse to eat? Or was he polite & respectful in his request? What can you learn from this, when dealing in a situation where you wish to opt out?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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