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Week 65 - Hosea, the Living Parable – A Sinful People [Hosea 1 and 2, 2 Kings 17]

Application : We are all slaves to sin.

Series Memory Verse: 1 John 1:8 ‘If we claim to be without sin, we

        deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us’.


Preparation

There was a prophet in Israel called Hosea.  God had a special work for him to do; a work that would be a sign to all Israel.

God told him to marry a woman named Gomer.  He knew that she would be an unfaithful wife, and so did Hosea.  To the Jews, adultery was a very serious crime, and a very public humiliation for both parties.  Despite this, Hosea obeyed God’s command.

Gomer and Hosea had three children.  The names given to these children were warnings to Israel as well:

· A son, named Jazreel, which means ‘God Scatters’,

· A daughter, named Lo-Ruhama, ‘Not Loved’, and,

· A son, named Lo-Ammi, ‘Not My People’.

As expected, Gomer was unfaithful to her husband.  Eventually her own children rebuked her and she fled from the family home.  All alone, she fell into slavery.

Hosea’s life was a living parable.  Hosea represented God and Gomer represented God’s chosen people.  Gomer broke her marriage vows by being unfaithful to Hosea and going off with other men.  God’s people in Israel broke their covenant with God by worshipping other gods and idols (remind the children of wicked Ahab and his family).

Just like Gomer fell into slavery, it would not be long before the Assyrians, a warlike people from the North East, would conquer Israel and carry off many of the inhabitants into slavery and exile.  Despite Hosea’s warnings, and the warnings of the other prophets, the Israelites did not turn back to the God who loved them and who had cared for them.

Learning Points 

· Hosea’s life was a living parable.

· God told him to marry an unfaithful wife.

· His marriage represented Israel’s relationship with God.

· Just as Gomer fell into slavery, so the Israelites fell into exile and slavery because of their sin.

Discoverers 1

Hosea was a prophet.  God told Hosea to marry a woman called Gomer.  Gomer didn’t love Hosea but loved other men instead.  

Hosea told the Israelites that they were like Gomer, because instead of loving God they loved pretend gods instead.  Sadly without her husband to look after her, Gomer had to become a slave.  In the same way, without God protecting them from their enemies, the Israelites would soon become slaves.

It would be useful to use pictures or puppets to tell this story because the characters are unfamiliar to the children.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

DWK 65:1.  Use the paired pictures to show the comparison between Hosea’s marriage and the Israelites relationship with God.

Activity.

DWK 65:2 Make the ‘Slaves to Sin’ handcuffs.


Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

As you tell the story spend some time explaining what it meant to be a slave. ie not being able to leave or have any control over your life.

Activity.



DWK 65:3. Make the ‘sin’ ball and chains.

Talk time.

· What does it mean to be a slave to sin?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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