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Week 62
Jonah, The Disobedient Prophet [Jonah 1 to 4]
Series:


N/a
Application:
You can’t run away from God.
Memory Verse:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 
Preparation Notes

Jonah was a prophet in Israel, just after the time of Elisha.  Israel was opposed by a country called Assyria (modern day Kurdistan/Armenia).  The Assyrians were a very powerful and warlike people who were renowned for their cruelty.  God told Jonah to go to the capital city of Assyria, called Ninevah, to warn them that God would overthrow the city because of the evil ways of the people.

Jonah didn’t want to go to Ninevah because he didn’t want to help his enemies and he feared what they might do to him, so he went in the opposite direction to a town on the coast called Joppa, where he boarded a ship that was headed for Tarshish.  The ship set sail, but God sent a very violent storm to the sea.  The sailors were terrified and cried out to their gods, but the storm continued.  They cast lots to find out who was responsible for the calamity and the lot fell on Jonah.  They asked him who he was and he told them he was a Hebrew (one of God’s chosen people).  They asked him what they should do to calm the sea.  He told them to throw him overboard.  They didn’t at first and tried to row back to land but the sea grew wilder, so reluctantly they threw him into the sea.  The sea grew calm, and the men offered sacrifices to God.

God provided a big fish that swallowed Jonah.  He was in the fish for 3 days and 3 nights.  While he was in the fish, Jonah thanked God for saving him from drowning.  The fish threw Jonah onto dry land at God’s command.

God told Jonah to go to Ninevah once again.  This time Jonah went.  Jonah told the Ninevites that in 40 days Ninevah would be overturned.  Surprisingly, the people of Ninevah believed him and repented from their evil ways.  The king told all the people to repent and pray to God.  When God saw them turn from their evil ways, he didn’t destroy Ninevah.

Jonah became angry with God.  He couldn’t understand why God would have compassion on Israel’s enemy.  Jonah went and made himself a shelter outside the city and sat down.  The shelter wasn’t enough to protect Jonah from the hot sun so God provided a vine that grew up and gave him shade.  Jonah felt better.  However, in the morning, God sent a worm that chewed the vine so that it withered.  God sent a scorching east wind that blew on Jonah.  The hot sun beat down on him and he began to feel faint.  Jonah wanted to die.  God told Jonah that been more concerned about the vine than he had about the 120,000 people in Ninevah that didn’t know their right hand from their left (didn’t know right from wrong).

Learning Points  (Discoverers 1)

· God told the prophet Jonah to go and tell people to stop being evil.

· Jonah was afraid and he ran away.

· God sent a terrible storm. 

· God saved him from drowning.

· God told Jonah once again to go.  This time he went.

· The people repented and prayed to God.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 2)

· God told the prophet Jonah to go and preach in Ninevah.

· Jonah was afraid and he ran away.

· God sent a terrible storm. 

· God saved him from drowning.

· God told Jonah once again to go and preach in Ninevah.  This time he went.

· The people of Ninevah repented and prayed to God.

· God didn’t destroy Ninevah.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 3)

· God told the prophet Jonah to go and preach in the capital city of Israel’s enemy.

· Jonah was afraid and fled from God.

· God sent a terrible storm, and Jonah recognised that God had found him.

· God saved him from drowning.  He showed mercy.

· Jonah thanked God.

· God told Jonah once again to go and preach in Ninevah.  This time he went.

· The people of Ninevah repented and prayed to God.

· God didn’t destroy Ninevah.  He showed mercy.  This made Jonah angry.

· God showed Jonah that he was more concerned about his own welfare than he was about the 120,000 Ninevites who could have been destroyed.

Discoverers 1

Bible Bit.

This is a well known story with many good-quality story aides available.

Activity.


Make the ‘big fish’ shown in DWK62:1.
Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Use the fuzzy felt to help tell the story.

Activity.

Make the moving ‘Jonah and the big fish’ scenes, DWK 62:2.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

This is a well-known story, but the children may think that Jonah didn’t want to go to Ninevah just because he was scared of his enemies.  Help them to understand that he didn’t want to go because he didn’t want God to help his enemies; he was selfish.  
Activity.

Make the ‘For God so Loved the World’ mobiles shown in DWK 62:3.  If you have time, the ‘port and starboard’ game might be particularly appropriate.
Talk time.

· Ask the children if they ever feel like disobeying God.

· Does God ever ask us to do something we’re not capable of?

· Does God love everyone, even people who do evil?

· What does this mean for us as Christians?  Should we love everyone too?  How can we show that love to people who don’t know God?  (Tell them about Jesus).
Prayer and worship.[image: image2.png]
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