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Week 59 – Elisha Heals Naaman of Leprosy        [2 Kings 5:1-27]

Application: God Saves from Disease.

Series Memory Verse: But I call to God, and the Lord saves me.  Psalm 55:16

Preparation

The king of Syria had high admiration for Naaman, the commander-in-chief of his army, for he had led his troops to many glorious victories.  So he was a great hero, but he was a leper.  Bands of Syrians had invaded the land of Israel and among their captives was a little girl who had been given to Naaman’s wife as a maid.  One day the little girl said to her mistress, “I wish my master would go to see the prophet in Samaria.  He would heal him of his leprosy!”  Naaman told the king what the little girl had said.  ”Go and visit the prophet,” the king told him.“ I will send a letter of introduction for you to carry to the king of Israel.”  So, Naaman started out, taking gifts of £15,000 in silver, £40,000 in gold, and ten suits of clothing.  The letter to the king of Israel said: “The man bringing this letter is my servant Naaman; I want you to heal him of his leprosy.”  When the king of Israel read it, he tore his clothes and said, “This man sends me a leper to heal!  Am I God that I can kill and give life?  He is only trying to get an excuse to invade us again.”  But when Elisha the prophet heard about the king of Israel’s plight, he sent this message to him: “Why are you so upset?  Send Naaman to me, and he will learn that there is a true prophet of God here in Israel.”  So Naaman arrived with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s home.  Elisha sent a messenger out to tell him to go and wash in the Jordan River seven times and he would be healed of every trace of his leprosy!  But Naaman was angry and stalked away.  “Look,” he said, “I thought at least he would come out and talk to me!  I expected him to wave his hand over the leprosy, call upon the name of the Lord his God, and heal me!  Aren’t the Abana River and Pharpar River of Damascus better than all the rivers of Israel put together?  If it’s rivers I need, I’ll wash at home and get rid of my leprosy.”  So, he went away in a rage.  But his officers tried to reason with him and said, “If the prophet had told you to do some great thing, wouldn’t you have done it?  So you should certainly obey him when he says simply to go and wash and be cured!”  So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and dipped himself seven times, as the prophet had told him to.  And his flesh became as healthy as a little child’s, and he was healed!  Then he and his entire party went back to find the prophet; they stood humbly before him and Naaman said, “I know at last that there is no God in all the world except in Israel; now please accept my gifts.”  But Elisha replied, “I swear by Jehovah my God that I will not accept them.”  Naaman urged him to take them, but he absolutely refused.  ”Well,” Naaman said, “all right.  But please give me two mule loads of earth to take back with me, for from now on I will never again offer any burnt offerings or sacrifices to any other God except the Lord.  However, may the Lord pardon me this one thing—when my master the king goes into the temple of the god Rimmon to worship there and leans on my arm, may the Lord pardon me when I bow too.”  “  All right,” Elisha said.  So, Naaman started home again.  But Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, said to himself, “My master shouldn’t have let this fellow get away without taking his gifts.  I will chase after him and get something from him.”  Gehazi caught up with him.  When Naaman saw him coming, he jumped down from his chariot and ran to meet him.  “Is everything all right?” he asked.  ”Yes,” he said, “but my master has sent me to tell you that two young prophets from the hills of Ephraim have just arrived, and he would like £1,300 in silver and two suits to give to them.”  ”Take £2,600,” Naaman insisted.  He gave him two expensive robes, tied up the money in two bags, and gave them to two of his servants to carry back with Gehazi.  But when they arrived at the hill where Elisha lived, Gehazi took the bags from the servants and sent the men back.  Then he hid the money in his house.  When he went in to his master, Elisha asked him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?”  “I haven’t been anywhere,” he replied.  But Elisha asked him, “Don’t you realize that I was there in thought when Naaman stepped down from his chariot to meet you?  Is this the time to receive money and clothing and olive farms and vineyards and sheep and oxen and servants?  Because you have done this, Naaman’s leprosy shall be upon you and upon your children and your children’s children forever.”

Learning Points

· This miracle was used by God to convince Naaman of who the one true God is.

· God’s grace is not bought.

· Elisha’s name means ‘God is salvation’

· God saves from disease

· God cares for different kinds of people, young, old, poor, and high-ranking.

Discoverers 2


Bible Bit. 
Use flashcards 4-1 through 4-6 from Elisha Prophet of the Faithful God.  Use pages 24 through 27 for help in relating the story with the flashcards.


Activity. 

Use blue disposable cups, tongue depressors, blue tensile or strips of blue paper and a copy of Naaman to make Naaman going in and out of the river Jordan. Glue Naaman to the stick and some tensile at Naaman’s feet . Make a small slit at the bottom of the cup to pass the stick through.




or

Photocopy pages 61 and 62 back to back for each child. Cut off the bottom of page 61 along the wavy line. The children colour page 62 and the water on page 61. Fold the page along the dotted line so that the water can be folded up to cover Naaman. Dip Naaman 7 times to make him better.

Discoverers 3


Bible Bit. 
Use overhead transparencies to help tell the story.

Naaman’s miraculous healing shows that God’s care extends to other nations. Whereas Israel has abandoned God to worship foreign gods, a foreigner renounces his gods and worships the Lord.


Activity. 


Use Bible Bingo game for Discoverers 3.


Talk time. 

What is Naaman’s position?

Why does Elisha send a message to Naaman?

What does Elisha tell Naaman to do?

Are Elisha’s instructions easy or hard?

What does Naaman think of Elisha’s instructions?

Who heals us from our sin?  Matt.9:12 Isaiah 53:5.

Are God’s instructions for healing (salvation) easy or hard? Acts 16:30,31.

What are we commanded to do to show that God has healed us? Matt. 28:19 Acts 10:48.


Prayer. 


