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Week 60
Blinded Arameans [2 Kings 6:8-23]
Series:


Elisha
Application:
God Saves from the Enemy.
Memory Verse:
“But I call to God, and the Lord saves me.”  Psalm 55:16 (Elisha’s name means ‘God Saves’)
Preparation Notes

When the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would confer with his officers and say, “We will mobilize our forces at such and such a place.”  But immediately Elisha, the man of God, would warn the king of Israel; “Do not go near that place, for the Arameans are planning to mobilize their troops there.”  So the king of Israel would send word to the place indicated by the man of God, warning the people there to be on their guard.  This happened several times. 
The king of Aram became very upset over this.  He called in his officers and demanded, “Which of you is the traitor?  Who has been informing the king of Israel of my plans?” 
“It’s not us, my lord,” one of the officers replied.  “Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells the king of Israel even the words you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!” 
The king commanded, “Go and find out where Elisha is, and we will send troops to seize him.  And the report came back: “Elisha is at Dothan.”  So, one night the king of Aram sent a great army with many chariots and horses to surround the city.  When the servant of the Elisha got up early the next morning and went outside, there were troops, horses, and chariots everywhere.
“Ah, my lord, what will we do now?” he cried out to Elisha.
”Don’t be afraid!”  Elisha told him.  “For there are more on our side than on theirs!”  Then Elisha prayed, “Oh Lord, open his eyes and let him see!”  The Lord opened his servant’s eyes, and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots of fire.
As the Aramean army advanced toward them, Elisha prayed, “Oh Lord, please make them blind.”  And the Lord did as Elisha asked.  Then Elisha went out and told them, “You have come the wrong way!  This isn’t the right city!  Follow me, and I will take you to the man you are looking for.”  And he led them to Samaria.  As soon as they had entered Samaria, Elisha prayed, “Oh Lord, now open their eyes and let them see.”  And the Lord did, and they discovered that they were in Samaria.
When the king of Israel saw them, he shouted to Elisha, “My father, should I kill them?”
“Of course not!”  Elisha told him.  “Do we kill prisoners of war?  Give them food and drink and send them home again to their master.
So the king made a great feast for them and then sent them home to their king.  After that, the Aramean raiders stayed away from the land of Israel.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 1)

· God saved Elisha from his enemies.

· God is more powerful than any army. 

· Elisha forgave his enemies and didn’t kill them.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 2)

· God protected Israel.

· God saved Elisha from his enemies.
· God is more powerful than any army. 
· Elisha forgave his enemies and didn’t kill them.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 3)

· The new king of Israel (Jehoram) listened to God’s prophet and God protected Israel.
· Aram’s huge army was nothing compared to God’s power.

· God uses his power to save.

· Elisha expressed God’s forgiveness by sparing the Arameans.  This proved to be a more effective action than killing them.
Discoverers 1

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Use flashcards 5-1 through 5-6 from Elisha Prophet of the Faithful God.  Use pages 29 through 31 for help in relating the story with the flashcards.
Activity.

Trust Obstacle Course.  Have the children form a circle and have a volunteer blindfolded.  Put all kinds of obstacles in the centre.  Spread them out, leaving a path to walk through.  Tell the blindfolded child you will guide him through the path by speaking quietly to him.  He must do exactly what you say and trust you to get him safely to the end without bumping into obstacles.  Encourage the other children to loudly call out any kinds directions they choose, good or bad.  If the child trusts you, he will make it.  After the activity discuss how we must learn to hear God’s voice through His Word and then trust what He says.
Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

This is a very dramatic visual story, with huge armies, fiery chariots and city walls.  It would work well as either a drama or with good visual aids.  Don’t forget to contrast Jehoram’s actions (in this story at least) with the actions of his father, Ahab.
Activity.

Incorporate a variety of blindfold and/or trust games.
Talk time.

· As children of God who is our enemy?

· Can God save us from our enemy?

· Is God willing to save us from our enemy?

· Before a person is saved is he blind?  John 12:40
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