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Week 58
Elijah is taken to Heaven [2 Kings 2:1-8]
Series:


Elijah
Application:
God’s plan for my life is perfect.
Memory Verse:
“The Lord alone is God.”  1 Kings 18:39 (Elijah’s name means ‘The Lord is God’)
Preparation Notes

God had chosen Elisha to help the prophet Elijah and to carry on his work when Elijah was gone.
One day, Elijah, and Elisha were leaving Gilgal.  Elijah told Elisha to stay there because God wanted Elijah at Bethel.  Elisha knew that God would soon take Elijah away.  Therefore, he answered, “I will not leave you.”
At Bethel, some prophets asked Elisha if he knew that God would take Elijah that day.  Elisha replied that he knew and told them not to talk about it.
Then Elijah told Elisha to stay at Bethel because the LORD had called him to Jericho.  Again, Elisha replied that he wouldn’t leave Elijah, so they went on together.
At Jericho, some prophets asked Elisha if he knew that God would take away his master that day.  Elisha responded the same as in Bethel.
Then Elijah told Elisha that the LORD had called him to the Jordan River, and when Elisha refused to stay behind, they walked on together.  Fifty prophets came to see what would happen.  They saw Elijah take his cloak, roll it up and strike the water with it.  The water divided, and the two men crossed on dry ground!
Then Elijah asked Elisha what he could do for him before he was taken.  Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  Elijah told him that if he saw Elijah taken away, God would grant what he had asked for.
As they walked on, a chariot and horses of fire sep​arated them, and Elijah was taken by a whirlwind to heaven.  Elisha saw it and cried out, “My father!  My father!  The Chariot of Israel and the charioteers!”  As they disappeared from sight, he tore his robe.  Then he picked up Elijah’s cloak, returned to the bank of the Jordan River, and struck the water with it.
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” he cried out.  And the water parted and Elisha went across!
When the young prophets of Jericho saw what had happened, they exclaimed, “The spirit of Elijah rests upon Elisha!”  And they went to meet him and greeted him respectfully.
“Sir” they said, “just say the word and fifty of our best athletes will search the wilderness for your master; perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has left him on some mountain or in some ravine. “  No,” Elisha said, “don’t bother.”  However, they kept urging until he was embarrassed, and finally said, “All right, go ahead.”  Then fifty men searched for three days, but didn’t find him.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 1)

· God chose Elisha to follow Elijah. 

· God showed how much He loved Elijah by taking him up to heaven.

Learning Points  (Discoverers 2)

· God chose Elisha to follow Elijah. 

· God worked through them both.

· God showed how much He loved Elijah by taking him up to heaven.  
Learning Points  (Discoverers 3)

· God chose Elisha as Elijah’s successor.

· God parted the water for Elijah, showing that Elijah was His representative.

· God parted the water for Elisha, showing that Elisha was now His representative.

· God took Elijah to heaven in a whirlwind showing His approval of Elijah’s walk with Him.  Enoch was the only other one who went to heaven without dying (Genesis 5:21-24).
This is a transition story from Elijah, who’s name means “the Lord alone is GOD”, to Elisha who’s name means “God saves”.  Note how the ministries of each prophet follow their name.  The following few lessons will teach on how God saves.
Discoverers 1

Bible Bit.

Activity.

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Use flashcards 1-1 through 1-3 from Elisha Prophet of the Faithful God. Several other pictures may also be needed to relate the story.

Activity.

Make the small mobiles as shown in DWK58:1.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.



The series on Elijah looked at five incidents in Elijah’s life -

1. His prediction of drought and God’s provision for him

2. His raising the widow’s son to life.

3. His contest with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel

4. His flight to Mount Horeb

5. His being taken up into heaven.

The first four are concerned with the clash between the worship of Yahweh and Baal-melqart, the weather god.  In these clashes, God demonstrates that he alone has power over the weather and life.

With the current rise of self-styled prophets in some churches, it is important that the children understand the Bible’s view of a prophet.

Activity.

Make the small mobile of the chariot and whirlwind as shown in DWK58:2.
Talk time.

· Remembering what Elijah’s name meant and what the memory verse was, who is God?

· What is a true prophet of God?

· Was Elijah a true prophet of God?

· How do we know that God approved of Elijah?

· How do we know that God approved of Elisha?

· From Elijah’s name we learn who God is, what do we learn about what God does from Elisha’s name?
Prayer and worship.

COVERERS





Discovering the joy


 of knowing Jesus
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