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Week 54 -  Elijah and Naboth’s Vinyard [1 Kings 21:1-29]

Application : “God sees all sin, and his justice applies to us all.”

Series Memory Verse: The Lord alone is God.  1 Kings 18:39

Preparation

A man named Naboth owned a vineyard near to the palace of Ahab and Jezebel.  

Now Ahab was looking for a place to plant a vegetable garden near his palace, and Naboth’s vineyard looked just the right spot.  He offered to give Naboth another vineyard somewhere else in return, or to buy it from him.  But Naboth refused.

He refused because the land formed part of his family’s inheritance dating back to the conquest of the land under Joshua.  It was not to be sold or given way.

Ahab went away angry, and sulked in his bed.

Jezebel asked him what was wrong, and he told her.  She was amazed that a king of Israel couldn’t just take what he wanted.  But instead, she hatched a plot to get the vineyard for her husband.

She wrote letters to the elders of the Naboth’s home town in the name of the king.  She told them to arrange a feast, and to invite Naboth to the gathering.  But two ‘scoundrels’ were to be seated opposite Naboth, and during the feast they were to accuse him of cursing both God and the king.  They were then to take Naboth out and stone him.

The elders did as Jezebel had commanded.  When they had done so they sent word to Jezebel.

Ahab then took possession of Naboth’s vineyard. 

God made Elijah aware of what Ahab had done and commanded him to confront the king.  Elijah obeyed God and went to the king.

When Ahab saw Elijah he said:

“So you have found me, my enemy!”

Elijah the delivered God’s judgement against Ahab.  Disaster would fall upon Ahab and his descendants because of the murder of Naboth, and perhaps more importantly, because he had caused Israel to sin.  Disaster would also fall upon Jezebel.

Ahab was deeply affected by Elijah’s words.  He humbled himself before God.

Therefore God had mercy on Ahab and delayed the disaster that was to fall upon him until the reign of his son.

Learning Points 

· Naboth would not sell his land because he believed this would be breaking God’s laws.

· Ahab and Jezebel had the power to use the laws of Israel to destroy Naboth, but they had no power over God and his justice.

· Ahab repented of his act, and God showed him mercy.  (Note, he was not forgiven, Jesus had not yet come).

Discoverers 2

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using the pictures DWK54:1.

Activity.

Make loo-roll binoculars with God sees everything verse.

Discoverers 3

Bible Bit.

Tell the story using the overhead projector slides DWK54:2.

Activity.

Make the Sceptre of Justice as shown in DWK54:3.  Explain before or during the craft that a sceptre was the sign of a king’s power.  Ahab did not make justice the basis of his power, but God does.

“A sceptre of justice will be the sceptre of your kingdom” Psalm 45 verse 6.

Talk time.


When Ahab repented God showed him mercy and delayed his punishment.  What happens to us when we repent?

Why couldn’t God just let Ahab off?

Prayer.

           COVERERS


  Seek and you will find…


						Matthew 7:7
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